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APPENDICES 

Farmers' Knowledge and Attitudes towards Inorganic Fertilizer Use for Irish Potato 

(Solanum tuberosum) Production in Kabale District, Uganda 

Appendix A: Questionnaire for Irish Potato farmers 

Introduction 

Irish potato is a crop which is relevant for increasing income to the farmers. This study is conducted 

by Kyambogo student. The questionnaire is given to you based on your experience for growing 

Irish potato. This questionnaire is only intended to help me undertake my research and will not be 

used for another purpose. Your responses will be treated with utmost confidentiality. Thank you 

for taking your time and responding to questionnaire. 

SECTION A: EXTENT OF INROGANIC FARTILISER USE IN IRISH 

POTATOPRODUCTION 

Do you use inorganic fertilizers? 

Yes i=:J 

No i=:J 

2. If yes, which fertilizer do you use? 

NPK 

Urea 

DAP 

i=:J 

i=:J 

i=:J 

Others, specify .. ... .... .. . . .. ........ ... . . 

3. What quantity of inorganic fertilizer do you use per season? 
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a) 50kgs and below C:=J 

b) 51-lOOkgs C:=J 

c) 101-150kgs C:=J 

d) 151-200kgs C:=J 

e) 200kgs and above C:=J 

f) Do not use C:=J 

4. How many times do you use the fe1tilizer per season? 

a) Once 

b) Twice 

C:=J 

C:=J 

c) Three times C:=J 

d) Others, specify ............................... .. 

6. For how long have you been applying inorganic fertilizers? 

a) 0-5 years C:=J 

b) 6-1 0 years C:=J 

c) 11-15 years C:=J 

d) Above 15 years C:=J 

7. Do you know how to apply inorganic fe1tilizers? 

Yes 

No 

C:=J 

C:=J 

8. When do you apply fertilizers? 

a) Before plating C:=J 
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b) During planting c=::J 

c) After planting c=::J 

9. What level of benefit have you got for applying fertilizers? 

a) Very high c=::J 

b) High c=::J 

c)Low c=::J 

10. How were you inconvenienced during the use of inorganic fertilizers? 

a) Financial c=::J 

b) Information c=::J 

c) Technical c=::J 

11. Would you like other farmers to use the same fertilizer? 

Yes~ 

No ~ 

12. Has the government played a big role in extending such fe11ilizers to farmers? 

Yes~ 

No~ 
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SECTION B: ~~ARMERS' KNOWLEDGE OF INORGANIC FERTILIZER USE IN 

IRISH POTATO PRODUCTION 

Answer the following questions. 

1. What is your understanding of inorganic fertilizer use for Irish potato production? 

2. Give the names of inorganic fetiilizers used in Irish potato production in your community. 

3. Give reasons for using inorganic fertilizers for Irish potato production . 

4. Give reasons why some farmers do not used inorganic fertilizers in Irish potato production. 

5. State the methods used in applying inorganic fertilizers for Irish potato production 

6. Outline the qualities of good inorganic fertilizer used in Irish potato production 
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7. How many times is inorganic fertilizer applied in Irish potato production season? 

8. Outline the factors that influence the effectiveness of inorganic fertilizer use in Irish potato 

production 

9. State factors that influence the amount of inorganic fertilizer to apply in Irish potato production 

10. Enumerate good fertilizer storage practices applied for Irish potato production 

11. Give the ways through which you access information about inorganic fe1tilizer 

12. What quantity of inorganic fe1tilizer can be you used per season for lrish potato production? 

13 . When can inorganic fe1tilizer be applied by Irish potato farmers per season? 

14. List other things do you think that Irish potato farmers should know 
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SECTION C: FARMERS' ATTITUDES TOWARDS INORGANIC FERTILIZER USE 

FOR IRISH POTATO PRODUCTION 

13. Indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements. Use the following scale 

(1-very low; 5-very high) 

SIN Statement 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Inorganic fertilizers are cheaply priced 

2 Irish potato farmers commonly use urea 

3 Most of the farmers like to use broadcasting method of fertilizer 

application 

4 The rate of fertilizer application among Irish potato farmers is high 

5 Inorganic fertilizers are highly nutritious 

6 Inorganic fertilizer application enable Irish potatoes to grow well 

7 Inorganic fertilizer application increases the level of production 

8 Inorganic fertilizers are easily accessed by Irish potato farmers 

9 Inorganic fertilizer application required skills labour 

10 N.P.K is less used by Irish potato farmers 

11 Most of these inorganic fertilizers are poisonous to human being 

90 



12 Some inorganic fertilizers retard plant growth 

13 Excessive application of inorganic fertilizers can damage the soil 

14 Inorganic fertilizers are used by only large scale Irish potato farmers 

15 Inorganic fertilizer application requires technical skills 

16 Inorganic fertilizer improve soil fertility 

17 Inorganic fertilizers increases the production oflrish potatoes 

18 Inorganic fertilizer reduce the quality of Irish potatoes 

19 Inorganic fertilizer increases the growth rate oflrish potatoes 

20 Some inorganic fertilizers encourage weed development 

91 



'· _, 

SECTION D: SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS INFLUENCING THE USE OF 

INORGANIC FERTILISER FOR IRISH POTATO PRODUCTION 

14. How is the price of inorganic fertilizer? 

Very expensive c:::::::::::J 

Expensive c:::::::::::J 

Worth c:::::::::::J 

Cheap c:::::::::::J 

Very cheap c:::::::::::J 

Others, specify . .. . ........... . .. .. ..... . .... . ... ....... .... . . ................. . 

15. a) How much is a Kg of inorganic fertilizer? 

b) How do you find that price? 

High 

Accessible c:::::::::::J 

Low c:::::::::::J 

16. Do Irish potato farmers have easy access to inorganic fertilizers? 

Yes c:::::::::::J 

No c:::::::::::J 
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SECTION E: BIO DATA OF RESPONDENTS 

Tick in the appropriate box 

17. What is your age? 

a) 20 and below C=:J 

b) 21-30 

c) 31-40 

18.Sex 

Female CJ 

Male CJ 

19. Marital Status 

a) Single CJ 

c::J 

c::J 

b) Married CJ 

c) Separated CJ 

20. Highest level of Education attained 

(a) No formal Education 

(c) Primary 

(e) Tertiary Institution 

c::J 

c::J 

c::J 
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d) 41-50 CJ 

e) 51 and above CJ 

d) Widowed CJ 

e) Divorced CJ 

b) Secondary 

d) University 

c::J 

c::J 

f) Non-formal training c::J 



/' 

21. Indicate duration at each level in years or months or days 

a) Time taken growing Irish potatoes ..................... ......................... ............... .......... .. . 

b) Pri1nary schooling ...... ................ .. ...... ........ .... .... .... ......................... ........................ . 

c) Secondary schooling ............................................................................................ . 

d) University education ................ ........ ... ... ............ ... ... ... .. ... .. ........ .... ................... ... . 

e) Tertiary Institution ........................................ ................. ............................... .. ..... . 

f) Non-fonnal training ... .. .................... ....... ..... ..... .. ........................ ................ .. ....... . 

22. What is the type of farm do you own? 

a) Small-size C=:J 

b) Medium size C=:J 

c) Big c=J 

" ' 
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Appendix B: Interview guide for key informants 

Position .. . .. ... ...... .. . . ... ... .... .. ..... ....... ........ . 

Years of experience: ....... . .. . . ...... .... . ... ..... ... .. . 

Do Irish Potato farmers usually use inorganic fertilizer? 

What is the quantity of inorganic fertilizers used in Irish Potato production per season? 

How do Irish Potato farmers apply inorganic fertilizers? 

Do Irish Potato farmers have enough knowledge of inorganic fertilizer usage? 

Which category of Irish Potato farmers does normally use inorganic fertilizer? 

Do Irish Potato farmers like to use inorganic fertilizers? 

What are the factors influencing the adoption of inorganic fertilizers in Irish Potato 

production? 
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