










































































































































































camps and had lost contact with their HIV patient support centers. At these centers they were 

getting drugs and counse ling. The situation led to relapse on drug adherence and could lead to 

more deaths or secondary infection out of trauma and loss of hope. Positive clients who were 

at home were also unable to access hospitals since the roads were insecure or they lacked 

economic power to pay for transport. Tn reality, the researcher came across people living with 

HIV/AID who were in pathetic conditions and cou ld not access med ical attention at all. 

4.4.1.10 Effects on Schools 

In al l the districts w ithin o ur study areas, there was a mass exodus of non-Kalenjin teachers 

who feared for their lives while teaching in the Eldoret district s ince th is region was hostile to 

them. Since then, many schools have had to do without the services of experienced teaching 

staff and the effect of this prob lem on the performance of examination c lasses was very 

serious. The clashes prevented some of the primary and secondary school graduates from 

continuing with higher education and training because of financial constraints caused by the 

menace. Apart from the pupils losing their text and exercise books and uniforms, they often 

went hungry and often fell s ick because of food insecuri ty and poor living conditions in the 

makeshift camps and schoo ls. 

According to some of the teachers who were interviewed, as a resu lt of the c lashes in Eldoret 

East district, many schoo ls did not re-open for the new term because of insecurity after the 

2007 PEV. It was al so established that displacement affected earning and examination 

performance by mainly with overcrowding of c lassrooms causing a shortage in learn ing 

materials. The teacher respondents indicated that there was high level of overcrowding 

especially between standard one and four. The teachers sa id that this was because the 

children were small in size and it was easier for them to squeeze in a smaller place whi le the 
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bigger ones required their own desks. On the same note, some teachers indicated that 

displacement also led to pupils missing school for long periods of time causing inadequate 

content coverage and poor examination preparation. 

It was stressed that loss of family members affected classroom learning and performance in 

examinations. Pupils were many times traumatized because they had witnessed a lot of 

violence. Trauma interfered with the teaching and learning and hence performance in 

examinations. The respondents further indicated that the loss of family property led to 

financial difficulties among other things. The pupils were left without their basic necessities 

and hence fared poorly in the classroom. The respondents said that di splacement due to the 

post election violence disrupted learning as the pupils had to change schools to safer areas. 

Joining new schools abruptly also caused overcrowding in the classrooms and interfering 

with the pupil : ratio. The pupils also missed out on school time because of the displacement 

and thus missed out on the content that was taught while they were away. Catching up was 

di ffic ult and could have affected the preparation and handling of the KCPE examinations. 

The findings also revealed that families lost their property and hence their source 

of livelihood. It resulted in difficulties in providing for the basic needs of their 

children as we ll as the learning materials. With lack of essentials, it was hard for 

the pupils to do their best in their class work as well as examinations. The experiences of 

loosing fam ily members during the violence traumatized many ch ildren and interfered with 

their learning process. The study also fou nd that resettlement gave the pupils a sense of 

security as they had a permanent shelter. However, for most of the families the financial 

problems were stil I there as most of the parents' and care givers' efforts to pick up in small 

businesses were not so fruitful. The levels of poverty in the camp are still very high up to date 
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imply ing that getting the basic needs is still a problem. Even though the general KCPE 

performance has been on the increase for the last two years due to pupils' determination to 

learn despite the obstacles, the success is not worth cerebrating. 

4.4.1.11 Environmental consequences 

The 2007 PEV had also effects on the environment. Large areas of forest land were set on fire 

as part of a defensi ve strategy taken by victims of the clashes, to deny their attackers hiding 

grounds. T his development in the long run leads to catastrophic effects on the environment of 

these areas. In fact, these areas are some of the densely forested zones in Kenya and some are 

important rai n catchments areas. The consequence of massive destruction of forests as was 

witnessed during the c lashes in the mentioned areas wou ld therefore affect the pattern and 

intensity of rainfall and subsequently affect the viabi lity of rain-fed agriculture and water 

supply in these zones. 

For instance, Mt. Elgon is the major source of perennial rivers such as Kuywa and Kibisi, 

which fl ows into zoia River that draws into Lake Victoria. Any effect, therefore, on the Mt. 

Elgon water catchment area wi ll have negative consequences on Lake Victoria and its 

surrounding. 

4.4.1.12 Fear of Fresh Ethnic Violence 

It is true that fighting has subsided from its peak immediate ly after the e lections in mid 2008. 

However, there are always conflicts here and there manifested in forms of murder of 

indi vidua ls, stealing of cattle between communities, grumbl ing of land and other natural 

resources like pasture. From the study, it was established that tension still remains high 

between political o ppo nents divided a long ethnic lines. Residents in E ldoret East district are 

concerned that some families displaced by the conflict have been unable to return to their 
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homes simpl y because many people's homes were burned down and they fear that the same 

me happen again . 

Those who lost their property and loved ones still fee l bad over the loss and the spirit of 

revenge abounds in their hearts. Through di scussion with some of them, it was revealed that 

the memory of the loss was still fresh in their minds. They talked as if the 2007 PEV 

happened just the other day. It will require much effort to wash the brains of the people from 

the incidents of 2007 PEY. 

4.4.2 Positive Effects 

Although the study as pointed out in depth the negative effects of 2007 PEV, it is clear that 

there are some few benefits out of it. Thi s could be e ither on lessons learned or policy 

implications that could be made. For instance, some respondents who did not cherish 

an imosity but va lue development, peace and reconcili ation fe lt that the 2007 PEV violence 

should have been considered positively. Some of the respondents noted out saying ' It should 

not be regrettable, but be looked at as an opportunity for the political, social and economic 

system to be reconsidered.· To them, it happened so that Kenyans could in order to learn and 

avoid such bloodshed and conflicts. 

The 2007 PEV provided a platfo rm for the problems that have bedevi led the country since 

independence should to be addressed following the recommendations made by both the 

Commission of Inquiry into the Post Election Violence and the Independent Review 

Commission, which concentrated more on the security system, and the electoral body, among 

other institutions. Since the violence, Kenya has established a firm structural foundation, 

which was laid on a new constitutional di spensation. A strong chief executive, whose 

authority is derived fro m the constitution, was formed, the current system of power sharing 
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was done away with and at the moment, much of the authority and severity of the country is 

in the hands of the people. The issue of government being weak and ineffective is now 

checked by the county governments. o institution is usurping the powers of the other, may it 

be parliament, judiciary or the executive, thus creating clear boundaries in leadership. A 

minister now can be taken to court by a common citizen, election fraud can be petitioned, and 

incompetent government workers are sent home each day among other changes. The land 

issue which has been a cause of conflicts for so long is slowly being addressed, and the policy 

on nationalization of land is openly debated. The study concluded that this irony for many 

Kenyans being squatters in their own country would soon be hi story if only corruption would 

be tackled since other institution mechanisms were at 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

RESPONSE OF THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
TO 2007 PEV 

5.1 Introduction 
The general aim here was to assess the response of the church to 2007 PEV in Eldoret East 

district. Eldoret region wh ich had for a long time been seen as an oasis of stability in a 

volati le region is being held hostage by a political c lass. Many citizens were filled with 

fear, shame and angu ish, as wel l as fortitude to salvage their region's fortunes and future. The 

religious leaders. churches, c ivil society, the media and the international community as well 

as the al l political parties and government had made urgent calls for restraint, peace, rule of 

law and respect for human rights. 

5.2 Positive Response of the Seventh Day Adventist Church to 2007 PEV 

In responding to 2007 PEV. the ecumenical role cou ld not be underscored enough in the 

entire democratic process. The Church was not only considered to be the voice of the 

voiceless, but a lso the vo ice for peace especially during such potential ly violent processes as 

was experienced in Kenya during the 2007 post election violence. The church played a 

critical role because when it spoke, people listened and followed. The study therefore 

endeavored to find out the response of the SDA Church to the 2007 PEV. Romero,(2008) 

Archbishop of San Salvador, had this to say: 

The need today is for Chri stians who are active and critical, who don't accept 
situations wi thout analyzing them inwardly and deeply. We no longer want 
masses of people like those who have been trifled with for so long. We want 
persons like fruitful fig trees, who can say yes to j ustice and no to injustice and can 
make use of the prec ious gift of life, regardless of the circumsta nces. 
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It is the responsibility of the church and each Christian to take his or her beliefs and values 

into the public arena and apply them to the important social issues of the day. This is a 

sign ificant part of kingdom work. Part of our responsibility as Christians is to exercise 

compassion and love for others in tangible ways and refrain from all forms of activities that 

harm fellow human beings, property and even the environment like violence. Christians 

should feed the hungry, comfort the sorrowing, visit the sick, preach peace and break up 

barriers that bring the spirit of conflicts and violence. As part of their kingdom service, 

Christian plumbers plumb since there wi ll not be any leaks in the kingdom. In kingdom 

service, Christian teachers teach in the sure hope that while now we see darkly, one day we 

wi ll see face to face, and in that day there won't be any ignorance. As kingdom workers, 

Christian truckers truck because in the kingdom the good things God has created need to be 

distributed far and wide. 

Also, individual Chri stians can singly, or through Christian organizations, address the 

government for solutions to problems that are within the societies like conflicts and violence 

and the government's proper sphere . One of the simplest ways to carry out this responsibility 

is to vote for those persons whom people believe will address the problems of the day 

effectively. This shou ld be done in peace at all times. Working through Christian 

organizations and churches, Christians can influence government policies for the good in 

matters of electora l processes. Christians are called to be responsible, compassionate, law­

abiding citizens as to avoid conflicts and violence and even help deter other who want to sow 

seeds of dissension. 

Since violence disrupts communities and politics is an instrument for protecting the needs of 

a society, the church has a role to play in the achievements of the people's needs. The 
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·Manifesto· Jesus presented at the beginning of his ministry at Nazareth has a socio-po litical 

tone (Luke 4: 18-19). Liberation theologians propose that "religion must be able to inform 

politics without taki ng it over into itself'. That's why the Church had a role of bringing 

peace. Jesus said, '·Peace be with you; as the father sent me, so I send you,' (John 20:21 ). 

The church is on a mission to bring peace to the world. The church as a sacrament has the 

language of peace. reconci liation and anticipation of God 's Kingdom. The church, therefore, 

has to preach the message of reconciliation in the political arena. Jesus is a med iator between 

God and humanity. He came to bring peace between the two conflicting parties. The church 

as the body of Christ (I Cor. 12.27) has to continue the work of Christ. 

lt has to be noted that reconciliation is a process of give-and- take. It is a celebrat ion of love 

and unity where both groups have to sacrifice a certain position of their interest. It should 

also be noted that it cannot be brought to the confl icting parties. but it can only be facilitated 

by a third party. Bloodfi e ld, et al, ( 1998), state that in managing confl ict there should be 

foresighted leaders at the negotiat ion table who are not emotional and who are willing to have 

peace. The presumption is that peace and reconciliation can only be attempted when the 

conflicti ng parti es are wil li ng. T he church can come with the message of forgiveness (Eph 

4 :3 1-32). Th is forg iveness has to be reciprocal. 

5.2.1 Preaching Peace a nd Solidarity 

In the 2007 poll , churches through NCCK urged leaders like Mr. Kibaki and his ri vals to 

respect the results of the balloting. Specifica lly, the SDA Church's influentia l role was meant 

that politicians looked to it to score political points, for instance candidates cou ld speak 

before congregat ions. In additi on to this, the Church joined several domestic and international 

81 



observers to observe the electoral process. Kenya's religious leaders played an important role 

prior to the elections, particularly urging followers to vote and refrain from violence. 

5.2.2 Emergency Response 

When violence broke out at the beginning of the year, hundreds of thousands of people went 

into internally di splaced persons camps. They required emergency supplies support. Later in 

March, the IDP camps experienced a new influx as people fleeing their homes due to 

increasing political tensions when there were delays in the formation of the cabinet. Apart 

from the Interna lly Displaced Persons, there were very many Kenyans living in arid and 

semi-arid areas who, during this period, required food assistance. 

5.2.3 Provision of Food and Non Food Items 

In partnership with the Lutheran World Federation, the Council in Western region distributed 

bags of maize and bags of beans at the Turbo camp and among the displaced persons in Teso 

district. Household kits were received and distributed at the IDP centers in Sirisia and 

Chebkai. Churches in other regions donated food to the displaced persons in Coast and 

Central regions (Ochieng March-Apri l, 2007). 

With assistance from Terres des Hommes and the churches, the Council in the Rift Valley 

assisted many affected persons. Some were provided with medical supplies whereas some 

especially children were served with trauma healing services during the period (Ochieng 

March-Apri l, 2007). 
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5.2.4 Carrying out Need Assessment 

The study discovered that the church leaders together with other actors participated in various 

visits to the areas affected by the 2007 post election violence in Eldoret East district. 

However, not all the affects individuals were visited. The visits were aimed at creating an 

environment that would enable the displaced persons to return to their homes even though 

they were not elaborate. It also gave the actors opportunities to receive firsthand in formation 

on the peace situation in these areas thereby enabling them to shape their initiatives 

appropriately. Since the !DPs and the home communities participated in these visits, 

they expressed the ir fea rs and concerns to each other and also to the government officials 

present. Apart from these visits, the church participated in community psychosocial 

assessments done in co llaboration with other agencies Eldoret East district which is one of 

the fo ur regions that were most affected by the violence. 

The respondents of the study affirmed that through the visits, the church through its members 

and leaders was able to help various 2007 PEV victims. The church in general achieved the 

following: 

• It provided anti-retrov iral drugs to some of the HIV positive victims who were in the 

!DPs and in homes 

• It provided reproductive health information especially to the youth who are out of 

school 

• Members of the church were taught about HIV and AIDS especially on caring for 

themselves and those who are infected and affected 

• The church addressed issues of stigma and discrimination wh ich were rampant among 

the people in IDPs and those who had been displaced 
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• Group therapy meetings were conducted for persons living with HIV and AIDS. This 

led to increased hope and optimism as they collectively shared and encouraged one 

another in their daily lives. 

• Some persons living with HlV and AIDS were empowered economically through 

establishment of income-generating activities 

• The Churches through the local leaders showed some considerable support to several 

humanitarian projects by giving venues of meetings. providing overall leadership at 

the community leve l, and helping in the mobilization of the congregation to 

part icipate in the activities. This action has particularly boosted the impact of the 

activities carried out and the sustainability of the project. 

5.2.5 Pastoral Visits 

Eldoret East district and its environs were among the most affected areas by the post election 

violence of 2007. In this regard. solidarity visits of the top Church leadership to these 

affected communities did not only begin a process of healing and reconciliation, but also 

helped show sol idarity with the churches and affected areas. In my observation, most of the 

2007 PEV victims appreciated the pastoral visits done during that period even though not all 

the affected people were reached. 

5.2.6 Negotiating between warring tribes 

Respondents affirmed that the church has been playing an important role in the peace­

building work in Eldoret East. It has negotiated with both tribes in advance and cleared the 

way for higher peace talks. It also cooperates with influential leaders in the area who play a 

key role in achieving peace. There were simi lar attempts to organize similar peace meetings 

before the 2007 PEV, but they failed either due to the lack of participants or general distrust. 
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But after the 2007 PEV. the turn up has been good. The church has been supporting the 

government to gather the participants and at the same time, it has worked as a technical 

support for the mediation. 

5.3 Negative Responses 

In the run up to the 2007 General Election, the church was seen as bei ng openly partisan, 

along ethnic lines. Christ ian believers were clearly confused by confl icting " prophesies .. of 

prominent Christian leaders which predicted victory for various candidates and prayed and 

anoi nted them as God· s choice for President. The uncertainty generated by these conflicting 

views fuelled the divisions in the Church (Romero May I oth 2008). 

Reports from the respondents indicated the church leaders used civic education, prayer 

meetings and other occasions to openly campaign for their preferred parties and candidates. 

When asked to comment on the role of the church after the 2007 PEY, some of the 

respondents said they saw the church took sides with either of P U or ODM depending on 

the occasion and place. The church of Christ was not seen playing any role. 

Against this backdrop. it is unsurprising that when the po litical crisis erupted leading to 

widespread vio lence in the wake of the disputed presidential election results, the Church 

truggled to find its voice. Church leaders could not rise above their partisanship and give the 

country a clear moral direction and the church was reduced to a helpless spectator to the 

emerging tragic drama. 

The burning of over 400 churches during the violence was a sad reminder that many had 

come to regard churches not as sacred and neutral places of worship and sanctuary, but as 

part of the contested terrain of partisan po litics. In the immediate aftermath of the elections, 

the overwhelming impression was that Chri stians had been betrayed by thei r own brothers 

and sisters and their own leaders. 
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It is clear that the SDA Church plays a critical role in politics in any country, especially in the 

creating and furtherance of both positive and negative ideology, particularly in Africa now. In 

The Kenyan context. the church lost credibility as it was perceived not to be on the side of 

justice. imilarly in Eldoret East district, there was a general feeling that the church took 

clear sides either along party or ethnic lines. This resulted in fragmentation within the church 

and a loss of its credibility amongst the population. 

The study establ ished that some Church leaders were influential by subtly advocating their 

candidates of choice, and in some instances coming out with straightforward endorsements. 

This move in many ways compromised the perception of neutrality of religious leaders and 

religious bodies that should have been embodied, further entrenching the already clear 

divisions in Eldoret East district. On a positive note. the church organized a prayer breakfast 

for political party leaders to promote a peaceful, fair and secure electoral process which 

resulted in the political parties signing a peace charter. However, politicians used the same 

platform to incite citizens. It has been a tradition in Kenya for politicians to go to churches on 

Sundays and Saturdays and use the forum to propagate their opinions. They do this since they 

know they can get large masses in churches. 

The announcement and subsequent swearing in of Mwai Kibaki, after the 2007 elections, 

sparked immediate protests that resulted in the death, brutal attacks and destruction of 

property amongst communities especially those in the opposition strongholds as outlined in 

the background. Respondents felt that SDA Church leaders saw their communities suffering 

this unforeseen violence, loss of hope and deepening hatred along ethn ic and political party 

lines of the population. However, churches did not categorically speak with one voice, which 

should have otherwise encouraged justice, peace and integrity. Many leaders were equally 
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traumatized. dejected. alarmed and uncertain about the next steps of this shattering political 

and humanitarian crisis. 

The study established that in January 2008, when Kenya was falling apart and looking for 

moral leadership, the SDA Church lurched and could not give a clear course of action. The 

peace agreement signed between the politicians in February gave them some breathing space, 

but the root causes that led to the crisis were far from resolved. The SDA Church failed to 

take advantage of the experiences of previous violence in Eldoret and of the ceasefire to get 

its own house in order so that in the event of a future flare-up, it is able to speak with 

authority and to continue leading the country along the treacherous path to healing and true 

reconciliation. 

Another avenue through which the church failed was in land reform. The unequal distribution 

of land lies at the heart of Kenya's political problems. It was unearthed that the church was 

one of the institutions which were derailing the push for more equitable land policies to 

ensure that this perpetual threat to national stability is dealt with once and for all. 

Respondents said that the church has been reluctant to challenge the status quo in land 

distribution. Respondents affirmed that mainstream churches including SDA and catholic 

among other are among the biggest land owners but they their possession was legal. 

However, mushrooming evangelical churches were mentioned as having been irregularly or 

illegally allocated public land during the Moi regime. Many churches are built on grabbed 

land in Eldoret. Some respondents had the feeling that the burning of the church at Kiambaa 

was as a result of anger from local people who felt that the church was grabbing their land. 
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Conclusion 

Whatever the future holds for Kenya and its fructuous journey from dictatorship to 

democracy, underdevelopment to development, the study findings acknowledged that the 

2007 PEV crisis was a complicated history rooted in the political economies of colonialism, 

neocolonialism, and nee-liberalism that has actually characterized Kenya over the last 

century. This is to suggest that at the 2007 PEV moment and the political crisis in general, is 

rooted in complex historical forces that go beyond 'tribalism' as it is currently being 

discussed even today. 

This does not dismiss the role of ethnicity or particular leaders (religious and non religious), 

it is mere ly to point out the need to set this crisis both in the context of broader historical 

forces that have propelled Kenya to this moment and in the conditions that might impel 

Kenya out of it. It 's true that the SDA Church responded either positively or negatively to the 

2007 PEV. 

As part of a society struggling to come out of a deeply traumatic experience, the church in 

Kenya has been left deeply wounded, disoriented and almost without voice. Fortunately, the 

church can learn from the experiences of churches in other countries and other ages such as 

Germany after the 2nd World War or South Africa after apartheid. To do so, the church must 

quick ly move to recover its voice, restore its credibility and play its prophetic role in 

advancing the cause of justice, healing and reconci liation in the wake of the Kenyan crisis. 

As South African theolog ian, Charles Villa-Vicencio rem inds us in his book, (A Theology of 

Social Reconstruction, I 01
h May, 2008), 

Unless the Church is able in these situations (of reconstruction) to translate the values 
of the gospel into practice and proclaim its beliefs in a language that makes sense 
even to those who are no longer interested in its views, it may well have no significant 
role at all to play in the period of reconstruction. This means that unless the church's 
theological va lues make sense to those beyond its own membership, and are given 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Summary 
The study examined the 2007 Post election violence and the response of the Seventh-day 

Adventi st Church in Eldoret East district, Kenya. It set out to find out the causes of ethnic 

clashes; analyze the effects of ethnic clashes. The study was conducted in Eldoret East 

district. Rift Valley province in Kenya. It was descriptive in nature and employed qualitative 

approach. The design was the most appropriate since it was meant to describe the 

phenomenon. 

6.1.1 Description of the 2007 Post Election Violence 

Kenya has been riddled with conflict and violence throughout its brief history as a nation. The 

country of Kenya was ruled by the iron hands of two men in succession from 1963 to 2002: Jomo 

Kenyatta ( 1963-1978) and Daniel Moi ( 1978-2002) and the Kenya African National Union 

(KA U) was the ruling political party. In 1991 after much pressure from Kenyan activists and the 

international communi ty multi-party elections were re-introduced. In 2002, there was a change and 

KA U, collapsed and a new political party comprised of an alliance that had formed between all of 

the major Kenyan tribes. In the 2007 general election, most Kenyans invested their faith in the 

electoral process. Two major parties contested during 2007 general elections. The ODM by Odinga 

and P U. was for the incumbent President Mwai Kibaki. Both ODM and PNU subtly appealed to 

ethnic identity and ethnic prejudice. The message of change propagated by ODM made the young 

voters hopeful that things might just be different next time around as compared to PN U message that 

was rejected. After the elections and especially once the results were announced, the opposition party 

supporters went on an unprecedented level of 'orgy of violence' which led to counter attacks and 

' revenge killings ". The violence witnessed in the wake of Kenya's 2007 general election has a 
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and P U. was for the incumbent President Mwai Kibaki. Both ODM and P U subtly appealed to 

ethnic identity and ethnic prejudice. The message of change propagated by ODM made the young 

voters hopeful that things might just be different next time around as compared to PNU message that 

was rejected. After the elections and especially once the results were announced, the opposition party 

supporters went on an unprecedented level of 'orgy of violence' which led to counter attacks and 

'revenge killings-. The violence witnessed in the wake of Kenya·s 2007 general election has a 

consistent history, namely a contest between reactionaries who insist on status quo to ensure their grip 

of power and revo lutionaries who would stop at nothing before change engulfs Kenya. 

6.1.2 Causes of the 2007 Post Election Violence 

In relation to the causes of ethnic violence, the study revealed that with multiparty politics, 

which started in 1992, selfish politicians and the political elite used the kind of di versity in 

multi-ethnicity to balkanize the people of Eldoret and plunge them into violence, culminating 

into the kind of po litical crisis that was witnessed in late 2007 right through to early 2008. 

Similarly, electoral violence in Eldoret has always developed as a result of a combination of 

factors, including politicization of ethnicity, colonial factors, corruption, non-adherence to the 

rule of law. a central ized and highly personalized form of governance, inequitable 

development, police failu re. land scarcity, and a "'winner-takes-a ll" form of politics perceived 

as benefiting one ethnic constituency to the detriment of all others. Only the 2002 and 2013 

elections have not been seriously marred by violence. Other factors re lated to the clashes 

such as food insecurity. labor disruption on farms, industry and the public sector institutions, 

destruction of property, land grabbing, commercial disruption, breakdown in transport and 

communication, resource diversion, mis-allocation and unexpected expenditure, 

infrastructural disruption, inflation and fluctuation of prices and environmental destruction 

among others. 
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6.1.3 Effects of the 2007 Post Election Violence 

Concerning the effects of 2007 post election violence it was found out that violence in 

Eldoret has resulted in the death of thousands of persons including women and children. 

During the time of this study. memories were still fresh among the locals. In Eldoret town 

and its su rrounding regions including andi, Marakweti. Pokot, Mt. Kenya, Kita le among 

others, motor vehicles, farm products, shops, infrastructure, etc were razed down by rowdy 

citizens, who were crying for justice. Members from both pol itical divides claimed that they 

were fighting for their rights. Most of respondents who participated in this study from non­

Kalenj in communities said that most of their property was destroyed unselectively and in­

discriminatively. Furthermore, many settlers who had invested especially in farming were 

forced to close up their industries and farms and leave. This means that many people 

especially the youths were left jobless without any source of livel ihood. Along the same line, 

many farming land was left desolate for so long without cultivation. By the time of the study, 

the researcher saw vast land uncultivated and was used only for grazing. This land was 

initially plan ted with crops before the 2007 PEV. There was a general decline in economic 

production as many of the potential farmers ran away due to insecurity created by the 

violence. 

The clashes in Eldoret East brought about a situation of gender and child vulnerabil ity as with 

the case of Kiambaa church where almost all the 50 victims who were burned to death were 

women and children. Indeed, it is the children and women who suffered more during the 

period of the clashes. They were abused, violated, embarrassed and at times raped in broad 

daylight during the clashes. The violence led to widespread displacement. As of 27 February, 

Kenya Human Ri ght Commiss ion confirm that there were very many !DPs in organized sites, 

wh ilst a similar number of displaced were living in host communities. One of the long term 

economic consequences of the clashes unearthed was the fact that land ownership patterns 
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have been permanently altered. During the 2007 PEV, many houses were torched down and 

their owners were forced to leave Eldoret. There was massive exodus of non-Kalenjin 

communities to their ancestral homes. Many were forced to sell their land to the locals. As 

found out from the study. the first-hand accounts as given by respondents who experienced 

the clashes, victims in the affected areas were extremely disturbing as far as health was 

concerned. 

Schools were among those that were affected as a result of the 2007 PEV since and many 

pupils did not re-open fo r the new term because of insecuri ty. It was also establ ished that 

displacement affected learning and examination performance by mainly with overcrowding 

of classrooms causing a shortage in learning materials. 

The 2007 PEV had also effects on the environment. Large areas of forest land were set on fire 

as part of a defensive strategy taken by victims of the clashes, to deny their attackers hiding 

grounds. This development in the long run leads to catastrophic effects on the environment of 

these areas. In fact. these areas are some of the densely forested zones in Kenya and some are 

important rain catchments areas. 

On the contrary, however, the 2007 PEY provided a platform for the problems that had 

bedeviled the country since independence should to be addressed following the 

recommendations made by both the Commission of Inquiry into the Post Election Violence 

and the Independent Review Commission, which concentrated more on the security system, 

and the electoral body, among other institutions. Since the violence, Kenya has established a 

firm structural foundation, which was laid on a new constitutional dispensation. A strong 

chief executive, whose authority is derived from the constitution, was formed, the current 

system of power sharing was done away with and at the moment, much of the authority and 

severity of the country is in the hands of the people. 
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6.1.4 Response of the Seventh Day Adventist to the 2007 Post E lection Violence 

In relation to the response of the Seventh-day Adventist Church the presumption is that peace 

and reconciliation can only be attempted when the conflicting parties are willing. The Church 

can come with the message of forgiveness (Eph 4:31 -32). This forgiveness has to be 

reciprocal. 

The study di scovered that the church leaders together with other actors participated in various 

visits to the areas affected by the violence in Eldoret East district as they did in other parts of 

the country. The visits were aimed at creating an environment that would enable the 

displaced persons to return to their homes even though they were not elaborate. It also gave 

the actors opportunities to receive firsthand infonnation on the peace situation in these areas 

thereby enabl ing them to shape their initiatives appropriately. 

6.2 Conclusion 

In relati on to study findings the fol lowing conclusion re made: 

In context, whether ODM took over there would have been some kind of ethnic violence not 

as much as what was seen. ODM taking power would mean that the majority of the people 

from different ethnic background would have settled down more freely than what was seen in 

the violence. Attacks targeting certain ethnic groups induced revenge attacks, resulting in 

over two months of civil unrest throughout Kenya. 

6.2.1 Causes of the 2007 Post E lection Violence 

In relation to the study findings the study concluded that there were a number of factors that 

were responsible for the 2007 PEV in Eldoret East district. Thus, the causes of 2007 post 

election violence included multi party politics, selfish poli ticians and the political eli te who 

used the kind o f diversity in mu lti-ethn icity. Similarly, politicization of ethnicity, colon ial 
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factors, corruption. non-adherence to the rule of law, a centralized and highly personalized 

form of governance, inequitable development, police failure, land scarcity, and a '"winner­

takes-all .. form of po litics perceived as benefiting one ethnic constituency to the detriment of 

al I others. Other factors related to the clashes such as food insecurity, labour di sruption on 

farms. industry and the public sector institutions, destruction of property, land grabbing, 

commercial disrupti on. breakdown in transport and communication, resource diversion, mis­

allocati on and unexpected expenditure, infrastructural di sruption, inflation and fluctuation of 

prices and environmental destruction among others. 

6.2.2 Effects of the 2007 Post Election Violence 

The 2007 post election violence had effects such as death of thousands o f persons. 

Furthermore, many settlers who had invested especially in farming were forced to close up 

their industries and farms and leave. Farming land was left desolate for so long without 

cu ltivation, resulting to decline in economic product ion as many of the potential farmers ran 

away due to insecurity created by the violence. There was also gender and child vulnerability 

as they were abused, violated, embarrassed and at times raped in broad daylight during the 

c lashes. The violence led to widespread displacement. One of the long term economic 

consequences o f the clashes unearthed was the fact that land ownership patterns have been 

permanently altered . Schools were among those that were affected as a result of the 2007 post 

election violence since many pupils did not re-open for the new term because of insecurity. 

The 2007 post e lection violence also effected the environment. Large areas of forest land 

were set on fire as part of a defensive strategy taken by victims of the clashes, to deny the ir 

attackers hid ing ground s. However, since the 2007 post e lection violence, Kenya has 

established a firm structural foundation, which was laid on a new constitutional dispensation. 

A strong chief exec utive. whose authority is derived from the constitution, was formed, the 

former system of power sharing was done away with and at the moment, much of the 

94 



authority and severity of the country is in the hands of the people. There was also formation 

of the Truth Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) to address historical injustices 

and gross human rights abuses. 

6.2.3 Response of Seventh Day Adventist Church to the 2007 Post E lection Violence 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church has responded in different ways to the 2007 Post Election 

Violence. The Church responded positively by providing anti-retroviral drugs to some of the 

people living with HIV and AIDS who were in the !DPs and homes. Additionally, the 

Church addressed issues of stigma and discrimination which were rampant among the people 

in !DPs and those who had been displaced. Group therapy meetings were conducted for 

persons living with HIV and AIDS. This led to increased hope and optimism as they 

collectively shared and encouraged one another in their daily lives. The Churches through the 

local leaders showed some considerable support to several humanitarian projects by giving 

venues of meetings, providing overall leadership at the community level, and helping in the 

mobilization of the congregation to participate in the activities. This action has particularly 

boosted the impact of the activities carried out and the sustainability of the project. The 

Church became a refuge for the clash victims. Many affected persons felt safe at the Church 

compound even though some Churches were put on fire by organized gangs. 

It can be noted that the Church rendered not only financial support, but also clothes, food 

stuff, psycho-social support, and spiritual support among others to the victims of 2007 PEV 

in Eldoret East district. The Church rushed the injured to the hospital for help. However, the 

Church showed considerable degree of partsansim, prejudice and tribalism by letting 

politicians to give hate speeches from the pulpit. 
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6.3 Recommendations 

Facil itating inter-ethnic dialogue between tradit ional elders, youth and women, as well as 

trust-building with local Administration is paramount. For example, Mt. Elgon area is now 

part of peace consultations aimed at developing a 3-year peace building/conflict prevention 

strategy, where elders have been used to facilitate the program. The study recommended the 

same to be done in Eldoret East district in relation to promoting peace and co-existence. On 

thi s same note. the study recommended the training of elders to be carried out in other areas 

too . Such efforts in other places were recommended in order to bring about the spirit of 

reconciliation among various communities in the Ri ft Valley and Kenya as a nation. 

In view of the findings, the study recommended that the education sector be more 

enlightened on the effects of displacement of persons due to violence on education and 

academ ic performance in order to elicit faster response and curb the negative 

effects of violence on learn ing. Furthermore, the Ministry of Education should put in 

place more personalized counseling for pupils traumatized through violence and 

death of fami ly members so that healing takes place faster and facilitating better 

learning experience. 

The study also recommended the setting up of emergency units by the 

government so as to provide faster financial assistance to violence victims. Add itionally, the 

study recommended that parents and care givers be given 

skil ls that wi ll enable them run and sustain their businesses so as to reduce the 

poverty level and be able to support their children's education better. 

In re lation to religious integration, the study recom mended that leaders need to take a bold 

step in appreciating and understanding the critical role they have played, both negative and 

positive in the history of democratization in Kenya, and then develop a way forward in its 

96 

KYAMBOGO UNIVER-SiTI 
LIBRARY 

RARE COLLE='rT1f"l~1 



speech, activities and advocacy that will be more responsible, responsive and sensitive to the 

needs of the peo ple while ensuring the principles of morality, integrity, justice, non-violence 

and peace are maintained. 

The study found out that Church leaders provided platform s in Churches where hate speech 

o f tribalism was propagated . The Church needs to be at the forefront of combating tribalism 

and forging an abiding spirit of nationhood. There is need to seriously address issues such as 

the gospel and culture, w s, . s, . s,. s,. s, . s,. s,. s,. s,. s,. s,. s,. s,. s,. s, . s,. s,. s, . s,. s, . s, . s, . s .. s,. s,. s, . 

embarked o n a peace building, reconciliation and restoration process after 

the 2007 Post Election Vio lence. The government and the political players committed 

themsel ves and set up a truth and reconciliation process, but this has been majorly left in the 

hands of the politicians alone. The reconci liation has not achieved much since po liticians still 

echo speeches of hatred along ethnic lines. The Seventh Day Adventist Church has been 

called to the mini stry o f reconciliation and must exercise this spiritual mandate in the wake of 

the e lection cri s is. The Church needs to closely monitor the process to ensure that it is 

genuinely aimed at achieving national healing and not merely a whitewash aimed at sweeping 

past injustices under the carpet for political expediency. 

There is a lso need for the church to use the pulpit to teach and preach genuine forgiveness 

and reconciliation and encourage people to participate in dealing with the past justly and 

comprehe nsively so that the nation can truly be healed of its multiple wounds. The Church 

also has an ongoing responsibili ty of healing of the trauma of the vio lence among its own 

members. Along the same line, the Church should live as much as possib le as a reconci led 
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com munity and thereby become a model to the rest of soc iety of what can be accompl ished if 

people li ve together in harmony. 
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