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ABSTRACT 

The stud) examined the Role of the Church in poYerty Reduction in Hoima Catholic 

Diocese. Generally. the study assessed the contribution of the Catholic Church towards 

po,·erty reduction in Hoima Diocese. Most specifically, the study determined the role of 

the Church in poverty reduction among Catholic Christians in Hoima Diocese. 

established the causes and efforts made by the Catholic Church towards poverty 

reduction. and coping strategies adopted for more effective poverty reduction in Hoima 

District. The study used a case study design to closely investigate social and poverty 

reduction related issues. The study used both qualitative and quantitative research 

methods to establish the variables including the objectives. A total sample size of 100 

respondents for questionn.aires plus 60 families for interviews were involved. Pu.rposive 

and snowball sampling techniques were used to select respondents. The stuqy used 

documentary review, questionnaires. interview guide and observation to provide 

information for the study. Overall, the study findings revealed that the livel ihoods of the 

people and incomes were generally quite low and others did not have even '·monthly 

income·· study findings revealed that the majority of people were in savings through 

ACCOs that education s_tatus was not satisfactory. The study concludes that poverty is 

still a substantial reality in Hoima Diocese. However, there are many positive efforts to 

reduce it. The biggest conclusion, in line vvith the general objective, is that the Church 

has made a meaningful contribution towards poverty reduction in Hoima Diocese in spite 

of the challenges which abound. The study recommends that the Church focuses on 

planning with and not for the people. as well as sensitizing them to carry out non­

traditional economic activities but in a somewhat scientific way. And that she makes it 

her programme to preach, like a gospel. the joining of the SACCOs and saving as a true 

channel for economic development. 

xvi 



CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL fNTRODUCTION 

J.O J ntroduction 

This chapter consists of the background to the study. the statement of the problem, the general 

objective of the study, specific objectives of the study. the research questions, the scope of the 

study which includes the geographical. content. time scopes. significance of the study. review of 

related Literature, methodology. research constraints and definition of terms. 

L 1 Background of the Study 

The World Bank report of 2001 estimated that about one billion people were living in extreme 

poverty, from 1.5 billion in 1981. Some people. about 93%. lived in three regions: East Asia, 

outh Asia and Sub-Saharan Afoca. 1 As in 2008, the World Bank estimated I .345 million poor 

peop~e in developing countries who live on $ 1.25 a day or less.2tvfaulako commented that in the 

~uh-Saharan Africa, almost half of the population live in extreme poverty and it has been rising 

"Iver a period of time. For example. in 1994 the Welfare Monitoring Survey (WMS) estimated 

the poverty index at about 47.2%. in 2004 it was estimated to be 56% and in 201 1 it was 49%3
. 

C ntil now poverty remains a challenge to many households. Generally. poverty denies the 

populace of medical care, education. clean water, employment oppo1t unities. leading to lcarnt­

helplessness, idleness, gambling like money-lending. spirit baning. prostitution. drug-abuse and 

~hild-sacrifice, among others, and causing massive death every day~. 

lJ cianda National Development Plan 2015-2020 reports that, significant progress is noticeable in 

addressing poverty and vulnerability in Uganda with the national poYerty rate declining from 56 

;>ercent in 1992 to 19.7 percent in ~012/13 moreover the population growth is high and absolute 

number 0f people living below the p0verty line has nor reduced significantly. To now 6. 7 million 

- '.arid Bank, World Development Indicators, Washington D.C, 2000, p.25 
:: .•.ortd ea:ik, Wede Develcpmer.t Indicators, Washington O.C, 2009. p.18 
> 

•' crtd Bank. Wor1G ~opment Indicators, 2000, pp. 25-26 
"5:-.c'i A , Causes of Poverry. Global Issues /http //www global issues. Org/issue/2/ Causes of Poverry (accessed on 
~ e-nber 10 17 J 



prop1e r<>main poor and an additional -'3 percent of the population is highly vulnerable 10 failing 

imo po, ·en /. 

AL-cording to Nsamba Ndoleriire Yolamu. People in Bunyoro are poor just because they \\We 

~an opponunity to restock graling lands and resume cattle keeping. Today they would also 

~ spmding the full value of untaxed produce on family welfare like their brothers in Ankole . 

Scnices and public investments in the Kingdom where national export earns are generated are 

poor. The Go,·ernment makes excuses of low international rates of return when deciding roads to 

be impro"ed. The King of Bunyoro-Kitara wants the World to know about the difficulties facing 

his subjects, the right of the ordinary Banyoro to live decent lives and bring up healthy Children. 

\\'e need actions from people of good will around the World to tackle poverty issues raised.6rhe 

abo, ·e observation also addressed poverty issues that are faced by people of Bunyoro and Hoima 

Div.::cs.: inclusive has been poor up to today. In the struggle to find a solution to the prevailing 

~ion, Hoima diocese has put up HOCADEO :ind Kolping Organizations besides the 

Challenges faced. Hence need for the study. 

Monitoring and evaluation is still a problem in the proj ects of Hoima Diocese and this still brings 

.about poverty reduction in the Diocese. Monitoring is the systematic process of collecting, 

analyzing and using information to track a programme' s progress towards reaching its objective 

and to guide management decisions. Monitoring usually focuses on processes. such as when and 

where activities occur. who delivers them and how many people or entities they reach. 

Monitoring is conducted after a programme has began and continues throughout the programme. 

E•~uation is the systematic assessment of an activity. project. programme. strategy. policy, 

IOpic. theme, sector, operational area or institution's perfonnance. It focuses on expected and 

achic·ved accomplishments examining the result chain. It should provide evidence based 

information that is credible, rel iable and useful. 7 

. .\1 the heart of the strategy of poverty reduction lies a desire for social justice and welfare based 

nn equal distrihution of resources and materials availahle. Bitole highlights some of the activities 

that ~hould be carried out by the laity and this lc:ads to the improvement on their standards of 

' Cp nc a sa:iona! Oeveloomen: Plan, 2015·2020. p. 67 
~.ea N. Y .. Bruting Olaon~ of Povert·t Hooma . B~nyoro·Mara Kongcorr. Put>hs~~ Ro,'a• Paia'e 
' Unit~ Na11ons °"'t!OC>ment programme Evalyation Office Handbook on Monotoronc ano Evaluation for Result 
tic. / i web.cnc:o.or11e-v.l1-...t: tOt1/document!l/handbook/me/handbook.pdf 
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~ 1 These can be brought out by leadership levels like the parish council. sub-parish. 

IJioces;m commission department and Education department, lay apostolic organization and 

as:sociation. In the struggle to alleviate poverty. Pope Francis says to us that" the parish should be 

;au•1111111ruty of communities. a sanctuary where the thirsty come to in the midst of their journey. 

;a ClCDia of missionary out-reach (EG No 28)"".9 To Pope Francis, those who are most poor and 

' ! w 1i!ble need our understanding and care. 

U Stataaent of the Problem 

Ideally a human being is entitled to recreation, shelter, education and good health. However 

many Christians in Hoima Catholic diocese are poor. The poverty is mainly characterized by 

poor housing system, poor diet and poor levels of education, among others. In addition, income 

~'els are low. the investment opportunities are meager for many, poor livelihoods are the order 

of tbe day, especially due to linle capital and small pieces of land. The majority, who are un­

educa1ed, cannot get meaningful employment and so cannot talk of constant income. Yet the 

diocese of Hoima has been in existence since 1965. The mission of the diocese among other 

~ is holistic development, which includes reduction of poverty. So, the fact that population 

md especially the Christians still experience a lot of poverty calls for questions like: what is the 

role of the church in the of poverty reduction? What role has the church of Hoima made in 

¥ting poverty? \Vhat are the challenges that the church is facing in its efforts to poverty 

reduction? What enabling environment and policy framework can be put in place to enable the 

diooesc effectively reduce poverty. There is need. therefore. to establish the role of the Catholic 

Clad! in poverty reduction in Hoima diocese. 

U Racardi Objectins 

In line "'ilh the background and research problem defined above. this study was designed to meet 

bolh the general and specific objectives outlined below: 

"'9l:::lie 11.. ! .. Awaltening the Laity, Nairobi: AMECEA Ggaba Publica:ions. 2003 

~ M .. A us:~ng orni Symporheri< Chvrct>: P~ Fro11Cis A Breach of Fr~stl Air in· The Waliggo vol.S No. 1, 
llll• .::e 3'--13 



l.3.J Genera l Obj ectin 

The main objecti ve of the study was 

To as e ·s the role of the Catholic Church in po,ert) rcducuon in Hoima Catholic Diocese. 

1.3.2 pecific Objecth e. 

The tud) ''a guided b) three specific objecti' e name I): 

i. To determine the role of the Church in P°' ert) reduction among Catholic Christian in lloima 

Diocese. 

ii. To establish the causes of poverty among Catho lic Christians in Hoima Diocese. 

iii. Toe tabli sh the efforts made by the Catho li c Church towards poverty reduction in l loima 

Diccesc. 

1.4 Re carch Q ue tion 

The stud) was guided b) the following research questions. 

i What i the role or the church in po' ert) reduction among Catholic Christians in Hoima 

Diocese? 

ii. What arc the causes of poverty among Catholic Christians of Hoima Catholic Diocese? 

iii . Which effo11s have been made by the Catholic Church towards poverty reduction in Hoima 

Catholi c Diocese? 

1.5 cope of the tudy 

1.5.1 Content cope 

Generally. the stud) was concerned about po\ ert) reduction among the Christians in Ho1ma 

Catholic dio esc. since the majority of the Christians in the Diocese are poor. Spccificall). it 

focused on the role of the Catholic Church in reducing that po' crty. In other ''ords, it sought to 

establish the effo11, or J loima Catholic Diocese towards po' erty reduction among her Christ ians. 

The fo !! 1.)w~ng qucs!iN!S guided the foc us: \Vhut hus th1.: diocese done tc reduce on povcn y 

am0ng the Christians or Hoima·~ What are the causes or ro' e~ in lfoima Diocese? 



1.5.2 Geographical Scope 

This study was carried out in Hoima Diocese found in western part of Uganda. Hoima Diocese is 

a Diocese of the Catholic faith. It \\as created on August 9. 1965. it took. on Bukuumi. Bu_iuni. 

1ugalike and Ka.kinda parishes from Rubaga Arch-diocese. From Fort Portal Diocese the nev .. · 

diocese of Hoima acquired Bujumbura. Nyamigisa and Munteme parishes. totaling to seven 

parishes but at present it has 36 parishes 10
. It is one of the Dioceses in Hoima District in the 

Western region of Uganda. Hoima District is located Mid-Western Uganda at 00°37 30°37'E 

with an area 5.933Sq.Km. 250 km from Kampala 11
. It constitutes Bunyoro sub-region. which is 

cotem1inous with the Kingdom of Bunyoro. The palace of the Omukama wa Bunyoro is located 

in Hoima Diocese. 12Hoima district has very many religions such as Catholics 150.027. Anglicans 

140.208. Seventh day Adventists 5.425, Pentecostals l 0. 755. Moslems 17 ,438. Others 18,254, 

None L373 making a Total of 343.480 People 13
• 

The first bishop ,.,:as Cyprian Kihangire who later became the first African Bishop of Oulu and 

died on 1 November 1990. Albert Edward Baharagate succeeded him on 5 October 1969. He 

retired on 9 March 1991. Deogratias Muganwa Byabazaire succeeded Baharagate on 9 Mar 

1991. serving as bishop until his death on 8 February 2~14. On 30 November 2015, Vincent 

Kirabo was appointed Bishop of Hoima, to succeed the late Byabazaire 14
. 

Hoima Diocese is a suffragan of Ecclesiastical Province of Mbarara Archdiocese. Its Patron 

Saints are: St. Joseph Protector of the Church and St. Andrea Kaahwa. 15 Hoima District is 

boarded by Masindi in the nonh-East, Kibaale in the south, Kiboga in East and lake Albert in the 

west bordering Democratic Republic of Congo. 

:cBusinge Hector Agapitus, A history of Hoima Catholic Diocese Priestly and Religious Vocations, Kampala: MPK 
Graphics Ltd, 2017 
11Appropriote Rocd Distance between Kempa/a and Hoimo with Map. G/obefeed.Com. {Retrieved on 4rh 

Feb 2017) 

:i Facts about the Kingdom,https:l/www.scrbd.cam/doc/35682 709/ 2CJD-01 ·21-Bunyoro-kitara-Kinqdom Genera/­
Information (accessed on 4rh Feb 2017) 

:>ugcr:dc Population and Housing Census, 2002 (accessed o:i 4"' Feb 2017) F:om www.ubos.org 
:•_ Romar. Catno/1c Diocese of Ho1ma, Po5t and Present orcinories ~r:io#IC Hterarcny Org, CHO ;30 November, 
.l015}, tCHO)(Ret rieved 1 Feb 201 7) ., 

ib.C . 



PO\,-en:y mostly affects people in the \ ·illages but those in the municipality are m.~Ll off because of 

the economic acti\·ities that supports them. Jn the opinion of the researcher the poor people in 

Bunyoro generally deny that the~ are nor poor and highly \'alue relationships upon which they 

reckon their \\·ealth and well-being. It is against this background that the researcher is compelled 

to study poverty reduction efforts rendered by the Hoima Catholic Church in Hoima diocese. 

1.5.3 T ime cope 

The study focused on the time \vhen Hoima Catholic diocese began. that is. from the time of its 

inception up to date, thus.1965 to 2018. The people have been poor from its inception up to 

present. 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

This study has both theoretical and practical significance: 

The study \\·ill theoretically contribute knowledge to a general understanding of the impact of 

poverty on the community by providing some insights on poverty and how to reduce it. 

Further, it will add new knowledge to the existing body of literature. As such, the study findings 

will be useful to academicians and researchers. mostly those investigating on poverty issues. 

FurthemiOre. the study findings \\'ill equip the church leaders ,.,_ith knowledge on poverty in the 

churches and ways to reduce it. 

Further sriii. from a practical point of view, the study findings \\:iii benefit many stakeholders 

including government officials and civil society institutions in understanding as well as 

addressing issues of poverty and how to reduce it. 

Lastly, Gcvemment officials and policy makers can use the reccmmendations which will be 

provided ir. this study to implement and de\·dop appropriate po\ erty related policies and 

strategies. 
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1.7 Conceptual F ra mework 

Figure 1 below shows the causes of poverty. the impact of poverty and the strategies to be taken. 

Provided with the conceptual framework that guided the study, it presents a:i ir.ter.cl::nionship of 

concepts and their influence on po,·eny. It aims at stating the causes of poverty, the impact of 

poverty and the strategies to be taken as described in the first and third chapters respectively. 

Independent Variable Intervening variable Dependent Varia ble 

1 2 3 

The ca uses of poverty The impact of poverty Strategies 

~ · ' l. Laziness 1. Vulnerable people 1. Sensitizing of the 

people 

2. Illiteracy 2. Drug abuse 
2. More donors 

3. Corruption 3. Malnutrition 

i.... ..... ~ 3. Development 

4. Brutal rule 4. Diseases 
~ ~ 

programs 

5. Bad governance 5. Prostitution 4. Agricultural 

6. Little money 6. Injustice 
development 

7. Population growth 7. Domestic violence 
5. Education 

8. Poor infrastructure 
6. Improve social 
r,... .. l ~ '"'"C' 

' ' 

Poverty 

Source 
Adopted from Dr. Kenyi Gowon Lawrence (2013) and Adjusted by Katusiime N. Scholastic 
(2018) 

I 
I 



1.8 Literature Review 

This section reviews documented related literature. Literature review helps to provide a clear 

understanding of the causes. impact and to provide a gap which \\ill be filled by th is study. 

Definitions of poverty. its causes, impacts and strategies of its reduction are al l explored here. 

1.8.1 Definitions of Poverty 

Poverty is a concept and reality which is diverse because of its wide manifestation. lts 

explanation cannot be narro\.ved to one definition. The manifestations range from physical, 

spiritual social and economical in terms of its expression, causes, impacts and even its 

reduction 16Understanding poverty, therefore. calls for a wholesome approach that gives several 

descriptions. This is important if at all concrete conclusions are to be reached, especially on the 

measures to be employed in its reduction. The concept of poverty is, therefore, crucial for the 

study. 

Webster refers to poverty as '·a condition that can only be defined by companng the 

circumstances of one group of people or an entire economy \vith another.'"17This comparison is 

based on the approximate measure of the total value of goods and services owned or received by 

either group. However, on comparison of the total value of goods and services owned or recci\'cd 

by one group to that of another, the above definition addresses institutions and not individuals. 

The poverty being investigated in Hoima Diocese is mainly individual and household poverty. 

Webster further describes a condition of .. Absolute poverty as a situation in which people are 

bareiy existing, whereby the next meal may literally be a matter of life and deat11." 18 Many 

people or communities in the world Hoima Diocese community inclusive are in or close to this 

vulnerable position, relying basically on aid, food relief or their own meager returns from hand 

to mouth. Webster's definitions of poverty and absolute poverty point to the fact that there are 

various concepts of poverty. There is the substance concept of poverty based on the level of 

16 
World Bank, Kenya: A policy Agenda co Restore Growth Country Economic Memorandum, Report no 25840- KE. 

Washington D.C 2008, pp . 56-59 
! ? Webster Andrew. intr0<1uct1on co the Sociology of ~~pment, Second ec1~1on, London . the M acm1llar. press r.c: 
1990,p. 16 
:
8 Ibid ., p. 15 



income necessary for buying food sufficient lO satisfy the aH~ragc nutritional needs of each adult 

and child within a family. In thi s situation the family hardly has enough to survive on. 19 

The second concept of poverty is .. poverty as relati,·e dep ri vation:· as according to TO\\llsend . 

He says: 

Individuals, families and groups in the population can be said to be in poverty 
when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet. participate in the 
activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are customary, or 
at least widely encouraged or approved. in the societies to which they belong. 20 

The resources of such groups of people are so seriously below those expected by the average 

individual or family. Indeed, this is the type of poverty that exists in Hoima Diocese and is 

directly in line with the individual and household poverty pointed out above. This study hence 

tried to concentrate on this kind of consideration. 

In .. The Development Dictionary", Wolfgang Sachs (ed) defines poverty as a condition not only 

referring to the weak. hungry. sick: homeless. landless. crippled and so forth but all the losses in 

the one including a millionaire or a businessman who may have made losses in his business and 

an employee who may have been fired. 21
. 

Alcock Pete, 22 on the other hand. defines poverty as gomg short materially. socially and 

emotionally. It means spending less on food, on heating, and on clothing and others than 

someone on an average income. (It) takes away the tools to build the blocks for the future of 

your ' life chances ' . It does away with the opportunity to have good life, a decent education, a 

good home and a long retirement. 

World Bank study23 on the profile in Uganda considered poverty as a line that defines the cut-off 

linking standard below which a person is classified. According to the World Bank report. poverty 

19 
Ibid., p . 16 

1~ownshed P., Poverty in the Un i~ed Kingdom. Hammonds Worth: Penguin, 1979. p. 20 
" ·- Sactis WOifgang, The Development D1cttonaf} rec b0<>1cS ltd, London: 1992, p .158 
22

Alcock Pete, Understanding Poverty, Lonoon : Macmillan press Ltd, 1997 
13

Woric Bank. World De11elopmenr Reporr, lnve5rmq •!: Heo!rh.United K ingco~ . Oriorc Univers ity press. 1953 
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is defined as the denial in well-being. Well-being regards the command oYer conrn1odities in 

general. so people are better off if they ha\'e a greater command O\'er resources24 

yaw1di defines po,·erty as a state of being in the utmost end. that is. a state of hopelessness and 

po,,·erlessness. He says that poverty is not a state of having no choice but of hav ing nothing to 

choose from25 

According to Bett and Kamuyu. poverty is a specific state of well-being which is easier to 

describe than to define and measure, but \vhose expression are obvious. For instance poverty is 

being sick and not able to see the Doctor. Bett and Kamuyu continued to define poverty as 

having no access to school and not being able to read or having no job and fearing the future, 

they continue that poverty is lostng a child to illness brought about by unclean ~ater, 

powerlessness, Jack of representation and freedom. To them it is inability to exercise democratic 

rights and being unable to voice concerns26 

To Ondari, poverty is having a bad well-being27 He says that bad being which is the opposite of 

good being, brings together the poor people with bad experiences. Bad being is multi­

dimensional and it is marked by many bad conditions. experiences and feeling of the poverty. All 

the definition of poverty is swnmarized in the definition of poverty given at the world swnmit for 

social development in Copenhagen in March 1995 which says: 

Poverty has various manifestations. It includes Jack of income and productive 
resources sufficient to ensure susta inab le li velihood hunger and malnutrition, 
ill-health, limited or lack of access to education and other basic services. 
increased morbidity from illness, homeiessness and inadequate housing, unsafe 
environments and social discrimination in decision-making in civil social and 
cultural life28 

The above definition very well summarizes the situation that this study sought to establish as 
having been tackled hy Hoima Diocese. 
As for Nuwagaba and Rutare, absolute poverty is looked at as individual needs are fixed at a 

given level of goods and services as determined by one·s expenditure ... Ho,,·e\·er this 

24
World Bank. World Development Indicators. 2000 

15
Nyaundi Nehemiah M ., Christion Teaching and the Concept of Poverty, 2002, p.137 

16
Bett Jt;dah &Kirr. t;yt; P ., Poverty. lnequo!:ry and Conflict in Kenya. Peper first Presented during the Ccncerr1ed 

Pro/ess1ono1 Worl<Snop a t the KCB Leadership center, Nairobi: Karen, 2008. p . l 
27 • 

Ondon Wrlfiom 0 ., Poverty and Wealth. A ChnstJOn Perspective, 2001 . p.34 7 
18 

Unrted Nations , Report of the World Summir f or Social Oevelopmenr 1r. Cooenhogen. 1995,p.42 
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conceptualization of poven y does not describe the extenl of income inequality in society. (It) 

does not recognize the fact that needs change O\"er time. 29 The\'30 refer to Townsend. 11 \\·ho 

argues that: 

Relati ve po\·erty reflects the view that poverty imposes withdrawal or exclusion 
from active membership of society. People are relatively deprived if they cannot 
obtain the conditions of li fe that is; the diets, amenities, standards and services 
which allow them to play the roles, participate in relationships and follow the 
customary behavior \vfoch is expected of them by virtue of their membership of 

. 32 society . 

From another perspective. the same Nuwababa and Rutare 33 refer to Kanbur 34 in defining 

poverty using the index of standard of living: 

There are three distinct components to the measurement of poverty. First, we 
have to specify what is meant by 'standard of living'. Second. we have to 
delineate a critical level of the standard of living below which there is poverty 
by definition. Third. we need to compress information on the standard of living 
below the critical level into an index of poverty. 

Bevan and Ssewaya35 defined the poor as living in small houses with huge families who can 

afford only one meal a day; they are not employed and have no income. Then, Muhurnuza 
. . 

Wi1liam36 also quotes Townsend,37 in defining the poor as ·'those people whose resources are so 

low that they bear the observable and objective marks of multiple deprivation, including ill­

health or disability and the risk of early death·· . 

29
Nuwagaba A &Rutare L.B., From Poverty to Prosperity A tool kit for Transformation of an Economy, Kampala: 

Fountain Publishers 2014,p.3 
30

1bid., p .3 
31 

Townsend P., 1979, Op, cit 
32 

Ibid. 
33

Nuwagaba Augustus &RutareLaba!"18., From Poverty to Prosperity A too! kit for Tronsformatian af an 

Economy, Kampala: Fountain publishers, 2014 
34

Kanbur, Poverty and Deve/oomenr. PPR Working Paoer618. World Bank Washington D.C.1991 
35

Bevan P. &Ssewaya A., Understar;ding Poverty in Uganda Adding a Socio/ogicai o imension. Centre for the Study of 
Africcn Economies.Oxford Universi:y. 1995 
3£ 

Muttumuza Wffi1am, Credrt and RecJ1A""!t0n of Poverty tn Uganda Stwcti.lral Ad;ustment Reforms 1r. 

Context, Kampala : Fountain publisher Lto, 2007 
r Townsend P., The lnterncr1onc1 Anciv5:s of Poverty. New Yori . ~arves~er Whea~sheaf. 1993 
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Another emphasis is from LoncrHennie38v.-ho al so says powny refers to people unable to afford 

the comforts of life. that is, people without sufficiem money. wealth or material possessions to 

buy anything more than the barest necessities to keep themselves ali,·e and well. He continues to 

argue that poverty is when people do not have the means to pro\'ide for themsel.ves the 

necessaries of life like human needs such as food. shelter. or clothjng39
. 

To Narayan. With Patel Raj. Schafft Kai . Rademacher Anne &Koch-Schulte Sarah40Poverty is 

lack of what is necessary for material well-being especially food. housing, land and other assets. 

[n other words, Poverty is the lack of multiple resources which leads to hunger and physical 

deprivation. Narayan. (etal)41 goes on to add that poor people reveal imp01tant psychological 

aspects of poverty. For poor people are acutely aware of their lack of voice, power and 

independence that subjects · them to exploitation. Poverty leaves them vulnerable. to rudeness. 

humiliation and inhumane treatment by both private and public agents of the state from whom 

they seek help. The poor people ·also ·spc:ik about the pain brought about by their una·;o-idable 

violation of social norms and their inability to maintain cultural identity through participation in 

traditions, festivals and rituals. Their inability to fully participate in community life leads to a 

breakdown and of social relations. 

According to "Narayan (eta!) 42 poverty also includes the absence of basic infrastructure, 

particularly (in rural areas), transport, and v,:ater emerges as a critical concern. In the countries of 

Easter11 Europe and the former Soviet Union, lack of affordable electrical po\ver is a major 

concern in the severe winters. More to that. Narayan (etal)43says poverty is where: 

Illness is often dreaded, because of the experience that it plunges famil ies into 
destitution. because of the lack of health care, the costs of available health care, 
and the loss of livelihood due to illness. While literacy is viewed as important, 
schooling receives mixed re,·iews. occasionally highly valued but often notably 
irrele\'ant in the lives of the poor.+1 

38
lctterHermie, Philosophica! Perspective on Poverty and Riches in Carabine and O'Reilly The Cha!!enge of 

Eradicating poverty in the World, An African Response, Kampala : Uganda Martyrs University press, 1998 
39 Ibid. 
40

Narayan D. (eta I), Voices of the Poor can Anyone Hear Us, New York : Oxford University p7ess Inc, 2000 
4 1 

Ibid . 
4.:! Ibid . 

~1lb1d. 
"tbid. 
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According to GerrieterHaar \:Vith a fore\\·ord by James \\ .olfensohn. pove11y is the failure to 

achieve certain basic capabilities and forms of soc ial inclusion. along with other social. 

economic. cultural. political and security needs mentioned by poor people themselves. For 

religious communities. however. poverty is lack of spiritual fullillment. inner contentment or 

peace and a lack of human qualities such as hope and dignity. ~5 This is v;hy the researcher wants 

to go and find out the type of poverty that confronts the people of Hoima and how Hoima 

Catholic Diocese has tried to reduce pove1ty among the Christians in Hoima Diocese. 

Whelan, Layte, and Maitre. defines income poverty as a condition of living where an individual 

or a household lives below the poverty line. In relative terms, the poverty line is determined in 

relation to the distribution of the standards of living in the whole population. 

In addition Smelser. and Battes. hold that, "in pure economic terms, income poverty is \~~hen a 

family's income fails to meet a federally established threshold that differ across Countries. 

Typical income poverty is measured with respect to families and not the individual and is 

adjusted for the number of persons in a family. Economists often seek to identify the families 

whose economic position falls below some minimally acceptable level. Similarly, the 

international standard .of extreme poverty is set to the possession of less. than 1 dollar a 

day"46 Also the income perspective indicates that a person is poor only if his or her income is 

below the country·s poverty line. It is defined in terms having income sufficient for a specified 

amount of food. -11It was against this background that the researcher conducted this study to find 

out the type of poverty that confronts the people of Hoima and how Hoima Catholic diocese has 

tried to reduce it. 

l.8.2 Theories of Poverty 

In his work. Myrdal developed a theory of " interlocking. circular interdependence within a 

process of cumulative causation'' to explain economic under-development and development.~8He 

45
GerrieTerHaar by James D. Wolfensohn, Religion and Development Ways of Transforming the World United 

Kingdom. C Hurst and Comoanv. London: 2011. p. 213 
46

Smelser N. J., (eds) International Encyclopedia of Social and Behavioural Sciences, Elsevier. Oxford Science Ltd, 
2001 
4~ Ibid . 
48 

Myrdal G., Economic Theory •n<l Underdevelopment Regions, London: University Paperbacks. Methuen, 1957, 
pp. 39-49, pp 79-92 

13 



further notes that personal and community well-being are closely linked to one another. 

According to pove11y theory. various political. social as well as economic and structural aspects 

are interlinked and reinforce each other and have positive or negati\'e effects on community and 

individual po\'erty. lt implies that people can be disad\'antaged in their soc ial context depending 

on social forces such as cultural belief systems. political institutions and the economic systems 

govern ing that particular society.-19 This theory is in agreement with the independent variable as 

indicated above in the conceptual framework number 1 

Right-·wing View Theory 

The right-wing view theory holds it that poverty is an individual phenomenon. In this view, 

people are in poverty because they are lazy, uneducated, ignorant, or other.wise inferior in some 

manner. If this theory as true, it would follow that impoverished people are basically the same 

people every year. And if that were tme. we could whip poYerty by helping that particular 15% 

of the population to figure things out and climb out of poverty. Thus. a program of heavy 

paternalistic life contracts to help this discrete underclass get things together conceivably and 

drastically reduce poverty. 50 ¥.'hile this theory may be simplistic on what causes poverty, it is 

possible that some people in Hoima Diocese are poor because they are lazy. The study sought to 

establish rhe causes of poveny among Catholics in rhe Diocese. This is in line wirh the 

independent variable as indicated above in the conceptual framework number 1 

According to Right-\ving view theory, poverty is considered as the state of being extremely poor 

which has a greater impact on people espec ially those ones wiLh the element of disability and that 

the poverty of an individual is indicated when there is high level of subsistence, illiteracy, un­

employment. low level of life expectancy, poor shelter and housing conditions. low lc\'el of 

income, high rate of disease outbreak, inadequate food supplies and high rate of population 

growth.51 

The theory states that po\·eny is as a result of lacking a usual or socially acceptable amount of -money in the low developing country and that due to laziness. unemployment and Jack of self-

49 
Ibid. 

SC ·~ Atkinson R., Economte tnstab1ht1es and Unemploymeo< in Asia 3 - Ed1•1on Volume 2::. I~..;~ . 1. 2015, pp. 81-101 
51

Eccles, G., M onet ary Policy Implementation, Past, Present and f uture, Will Electronic Monev Lead to the Eventual 
Demise of Central 5anicin&,.. \100.:me 4, 2011, pp.203 ·211 



esteem among the disabled people can also tantamount to po\·e11y. The theory says that Po,·erty 

brings about poor standards of li,·ing caused by high rate of unemployment v.-hich is 

characterized by low income, unemployment. high population growth. political instabilities. 

limited market, poor technology. lo\\' level of income among others.~~ Somehow. this theory is 

simplistic and does not help us much in examining poverty in Hoima Diocese. Thus influenced 

by thi s theory, the researcher wished to estimate the poYeny levels of people in Hoima Diocese. 

Structural Theory 

The approach of this theory is from the left-wing view. which states that poverty is 

a structural phenomenon. On this view, people are in poverty because they find themselves in 

holes in the economic system that delivers them inadequate income. Because individualistic lives 

are dynamic. people don't sir in those holes forever. One year they are in a low-income· hole. but 

the next year they've found a job or gotten a promotion, and aren't anymore. But that hole that 

they were in last year doesn't go away. Others inevitably find themselves in that hole because it 

is a persistent defect in the economic structure. It follows from this that impoverished people are 

not the same people every year. It follows further that the only way to reduce poverty is to alter 

the economic structure so as to reduce the number of low-income holes in it. 53 This theory is a 

guide in establishing the causes of poverty in Hoima Diocese. However, the causes of poverty 

are multi-faceted and not only structural. That is where this theory falls short. 

The Structural theory argues that the process of fighting poverty is not a simple and short-termed 

process, especially if we want a deep transformation to take place to those affected. It takes time 

to enable and facilitate the affected people so that they can break the "culture of silence" and 

become actors of their O\.\'TI development. Structural theory states that poverty is the state of 

being extremely poor which has a greater impact on people particularly the disabled ones. The 

poverty of an individual determines the saving culture in that poor people usually spend little 

amount of money compared to the rich people and there is some kind of discrimination or a wide 

gap bet\veen the people living in poverty and those ones who are successful. 5;1 

52
Floucks J.K .. M onetary Policy Implication of Digital Money Kyklcs, Vol. 51, 2007. ;::p. 219-241 

5
l Atkinsor., R. GutO~~s and Principle of Uncer-s:and1ng Economic Wor1d, 2""' Edrt!Of\ Volume 17, 2009, pp. 54-74 

54 
Lucy D., Poverty Correlates and Indicator, Based Targeting in Eastern Europe ana Former Soviet Union, World 

Ba n k. Policy Rt:seardi Vvoriung Paper, Nol942 vo1. 25 No . 5, 2015 
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The Structural theory adds that poverty brings about poor standards of li,·ing caused by high rate 

of unemployment which is characterized by lo,,· income but with high expenditure level and that 

due to poverty. poor health standards have been demonstrated as a significant consequence of 

disability for those living in po,·erty. People can similarly hope for increased numbers of 

employment and improved standards of Jiving but because of iarge size of population in some 

parts of the t.;ganda like Masaka. regardless of whether one is educated or illiterate. the majority 

tend to employ themselves and others remain unemployed as a result of failure to get the job and 

with no capital which can enable them to initiate their o\.v11 business leading to poverty. 55 Surely. 

this can be termed a 'vicious circle of poverty' . Hov.rever. any meaningful efforts to tackle 

poverty will have to bear that in mind, and the investigation of what Hoima Diocese has 

contributed towards reducing poverty will have to focus on the issue of economic empowerment. 

Hence moved by the structural theory, the researcher felt concern to examine the existence of 

poverty as a structural phenomenon a midst the people of Hoima a case of Hoima diocese. 

1.8.3 Types of Poverty 

Different meanings are attacked to the term "poor" or "poverty'' in its various kinds of 

destitution, .misery or suffering. The study comes up with three di~tinctive classes of poverty as 

classified by Jeffrey Sachs·s in his book '·The End of Poverty 2005", bringing out three kinds of 

poverty namely. extreme. moderate and relative poverty. 

1.8.3.1 Extreme, Moderate and Relative Poverty 

Jeffrey Sachs says that a distinction should be made among extreme, moderate and relative 

poverty. He explains these three types of poverty as, 

Extreme poverty or absolute poverty refers to " the poverty that kills"' where 
people have less than $1 per day to survive, are chronically hungry, lacking 
basic shelter, safe drinking water, sanitation, sufficient cloth, health care and 
edw.:ation. About one billion of the world . s population (one-sixth) falls into this 
category. More than 8 million people die every year (between 20,000 and 
30.000 a day!) as a result of extreme poveny. Tnis type of poveny exisrs mainJy 
in the developing countries. 56 

ss Drunker- R.T ., The Economic and Inflation levels Uganda, 41
h Edition Volume 6. 2016. po. 11828-11838 

S6 Sachs J. 0 ., Tl'>e enc of poverty, How we con make it Hoppen in our life !1me. LOnoo r. ?engu in, 2005, po. 25-31 



Moderate poverty, is where people li\·e on between '.ii 1 and $2 a day, and their 
needs are barely met. They are not in danger of dying. but they only surYive 
physically, and do not have the means to enjoy life or li ve a meaningful life57 

Relative poverty is based on a household income bel0w a given propNtion of 
national average. People in relati\·e po\·erty lack things that the middle class has 
taken for granted. Further two billion people fall into the category of moderate 
and relative poverty (which means that approximately half of the v-;orld"s six 
bill ion people are regarded as poor.) it therefore stand to reason that extreme 
poverty should receive the most anention 'vhen we discuss how to ameliorate 
the fate of the poor58 

Thus inspired by Sachs' explanations, the researcher went to find out how many Christians face 

absolute poverty and how Hoima Diocese is reducing poverty among the Christians of Hoima 

diocese;:. The researcher also went to find out levels of poverty.and how poverty has affected the 

Christians of Hoima catholic Diocese. 

1.8.4. Causes of Povert}' 

According to Feuerstein,59poverty is caused by lack of money and assets being concentrated in a 

few hands of the rich and the poor majority have little money or few assets. This brings 

segregation between the rich and the poor. He notes that poverty is caused by the cuts in labour 

force and lack of productive employment that prevent the poor from rising out of poverty, and 

accelerate others falling into poverty. 60 Also, that poverty is caused by small plots of poor 

farmers with inadequate forlivelihood and landless household who cannot grow food for feed ing 

them in their families and get surplus for selling.61 He argues that poverty comes in when few 

credit sources only extortionate interest rates available to the poor v.;}10 want to start small 

business as so that they get discouraged to start the businesses.62Feuerstein also argues that poor 

producers get minimal return from the increased profit of multinational companies6\vhich deny 

them income for sa,·ings and development. Worse stil l. the realized income is further taxed by 

the government in form of income tax, value added tax. and so on. This leaves the household 

57 
Ibid., pp.26-36 

58
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v,:ithout enough money to meet their basic needs and no money to save thus increasing pove11y. 

Following Feuerstein· s line of argument. the researcher \\'ent on to establish the reality of Money 

and asse11s being concentrated in a few hands of the ri ch as a serious cause of pove1ty in 1-ioima 

Diocese. 

Kanyandago has a different viev,: to the fo re-quoted author on the factors ,,-hich cause povert). 

He emphasizes the external negative forces such as slave trade. colonialism and racialist 

evangelization which have not disappeared to date. 6-IHe also cites the scandal of external debt 

that has continued to make many African countries poorer due to loan payment with big interest 

rates.65 He continues to say that African elites who should be the solutions of African problems 

are the same people who have considered local experts as archaic, primitive and backward. 

Instead of consulting them, they describe them with denigrating terms like villagers, uneducated, 

peasants and illiterate.66They forget that these are the people with solid solutions to African 

problems where poverty is inclusive.67 The approach of Kanyandago can be called ·strnctural'. 

which is correct but not complete because there are also personal reasons as to why some people 

are poor. Basing on Kanyandogo's view. the researcher' s effort to examine the validity of the 

above external negative forces such as colonialism. slave trade and racialist evangelization as a 

cause of poverty among others in Hoima Diocese was greatly influenced. 

According to Tinkasiimire, some religious teachings contribute to the causes of poverty. For 

instance, there are Christian organizations which talk about the second coming of Jesus Christ at 

the expense of life. This makes believers relax to engage in the effons \vhich fight poverty. Other 

church denominations do not allow Christians to send their children to school which promotes 

ill iteracy. Others misquote the bible texts, for instance, Mt. 6: 34 and see no need to plan fo r the 

future since the .. Lord provides". There is al so a view of procrastination. which makes some 

believers procrastinate their planning instead of raising their economic standards. More still 

some religious organizations offer teachings that discourage believers from joining saving and 

credit groups to sate for the future. This is seen as gambling. 68 While what Tinkasiirnire says has 

some truth, one would \Vonder about its sufficiency to explain poverty. There are only pockets of 

64
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misguided so-called pastors who mislead their fo lks and even then only the fanatics listen to 

them. Tallying wi th Tinkasiimire · s observation. the researcher went on to examine the 

phenomenon of fal se rel igious teachings as a cause of poverty in Hoirna Diocese. Thus a cause 

for the study to find a clear way out to reduce on the most likely unli\·elihood circumstances that 

manipulate from such teaching. 

\Vhen people find that they have to exclude any of these features through lack of income they 

can be said to have begun to experience ' relative deprivation· and the start of poverty as 

T ownsend69 says, 

Individuals, Families and groups in the population can be in poverty when they 
lack the resources to obtain the types of diet. participate in the activities and 
have the living conditions and amenities which are customary or at least widely 
encouraged or approved. in the societies to which they belong. Their resources 
are so seriously below those commanded by the average individual or family 
that they in effect! excluded from ordinary living patterns, customs and 
activities. 

Conforming to Townshed's opinion, the researcher took a step in her study to establish the 

reality of such diet re lated issues and more so what the Diocese of Hoima opt to do in the process 

of poverty reduction. 

o·Reilly reflected a common view abo ut corruption and corrupt rulers70 who steal all the money 

meant for deYelopment and divert it to other personal needs. He recently declared that "Africa is 

a corrupt continent" it is a continent in chaos and that its governments cannot perform 

consistently. 

The corruption and misrule of western officia ls including the countless "missions" of IMF and 

World Bank economic policies to the debt-ridden continent, recommending budgetary belt 

tightening k.nc"¥!1 as Structural Adjustment Program,71 made Africa , Uganda inclusive, poorer in 

the 21 st Century than in the late 1960s' when I~1F and World Bank first arriYed on African scene 

69
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surrounded by disease. population grov.th and ern·ironmental degradation at its apex \Vas out of 

control. 

The bad go\·emance that had been imposed on Africa for long s ince sla\·e trade;2 from I 500 to 

early 1800s period was yet another factor that left Africa co get stuck in the po\·erty trap. This 

was later followed by a century characterized by a state of anarchy and brutal rule that denied 

Africa· s educated citizens and leaders any basic infrastructure for development. This is 

investigated in 1965 73by the director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).The national 

intelligent estimates on the problems and prospects in the Sub-Saharan Africa concluded that: 

Economic growth in most areas wi ll be very slow; indeed, setbacks are probable 
in a number of countries. There is a desperate shortage of virtually all kinds of 
technical manageri al skills, indeed, the basic institutions and staff for economic 
development are often inadequate or absent moreover it is highly74 U.(llikely that 
most African countries will obtain assistance or investing on anything 
approaching the scale required for sustained economic development. 75 

Coinciding with ff Reilly's common view over corruption and corrupt rulers in Africa, the 

researcher ·was evoked to establish the facts about the same cause of poverty in Hoima Diocese 

among others as reflected to be one of the independent variable in number I in the conceptual 

framework. 

Disease, drought and distance from the world market, as noted by Adam Smith in the Wealth of 

Nations (1776) where he observed that Africa had been poor from time immemorial because it 

lacked navigable rivers, natural iPJets that pave way to sea-based trade,76 worsened the situation 

by creating an extreme of economic isolation of the rural household, no electricity or 

telecommunications worse still no motorized transport and yet that's where most Africans live. 

In consent with Smiths's statement, the researcher \Yished to ascertain the levels of economic 

iso lation in Hoima diocese especiall y among the rural households as a serious cause of poverty 

among others. The study still examined the poor road network \Yhich does not easily connect one 

72 Ibid ., p.189 
73 Ibid., p .190 
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town to another and how this hardens not only the movement of people for sen ices but also the 

transportation of goods to meet the a\·ailable demand of the entire comrnunit) members. ln 

addition to that. the researcher went an extra mile ro find some information concerning the 

telecommunication networks as \\·ell as electric serYices in relation to their accessibility by the 

rurals of Hoima Diocese. 

According to Sachs Jeff. AIDS is one of the realities in Africa whjch have denied Africa of its 

potential and trained skilled labour force including the highly trained team from a project of 

capacity building from HarYard University. They explained that Zambia and other countries were 

greatly affected 77
• However, that cannot satisfactorily be asserted now as a major reason for 

poverty in Africa because by now many strategies have been devised to ·neutralize' the enabling 

effect of AIDS. Well. AJDS has brought a lot of devastation especially in Africa. But it is also 

truth that by now a lor has ·been done to supersede its crippling effects and it can no longer be 

given as a so lid rcason ·for poverty. say in Africa. In line with Sachs ' remmks the study went 

ahead to exert the outbreak and spread of diseases like HIV I AIDS as another cause of poverty in 

Hoima Diocese regardless Of the underlying strategies to eradicate di sease. 

1.8.5. Impact of Poverty 

Poverty is actually a big in1pediment to any development 78 especially in the developing 

countries. Uganda inclusive. and in the church as a whole. Poverty perpetuates injustices that 

hinder promotion of humanitarianism since human rights are not observed as a result of 

segregation between the rich and the poor. This is a great threat to peace, tranquility and 

development since more than 10 !1Ullion people die every year as they cannot meet the basic 

human needs. This is in line with Sachs who contends that they Jive in extreme poverty and 

struggle daily for survirnl.
7

Q Indeed, many conflicts in the deYeloping w·orld haYe an aspect of 

material poverty as \-Veil as perceived injustice. 

The fi eld study thus opt to concur with Sachs· finding by rating the extent to which the injustices 

hinder promotions of humanitarianism as way of under-looking human rights due to segregation 
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the context of Chronic diseases like HIV. that affect nilnerablc people like children. orphans. 

disabled and women who cannot physically emotionally and economically support themselves as 

this agrees with conceptual framework too. More to that. the study examines the concept of 

school drop outs as influenced by poverty hand in hand the need to provide good education 

which is in consent with Sachs who contends the need for realism. fortitude and a sense of 

responsibility among the impoverished people to realize the pursuit of their children to have a 

more meaningful life attained through good education in Hoima Diocese. 

Sachs remarks that. poverty is the World's current greatest threat to stability and peace. It is 

more than terrorism and other highly publicized struggles. He adds that more than eight million 

people around the whole World die each year because they are too poor to stay alive. 80 Poverty 

has been portrayed as an abuse on the hu.man being and as a form of exclusion. dep1iving humari 

beings of better · lives because it often results in social conflicts. violence and sometimes wars, 

most especially in the Third-world-countries like Uganda. 81 Poverty is mostly in the Sub-Saharan 

Africa, as witnessed in mass famine and spreading gradually or without being noticed in the 

declining living standards of remote villages and to-wns.82 It was at this point of view that the 

researcher went to find out how such a poverty impact is being handled in Hoima Diocese. 

According to Mukui, poverty leads to malnutrition characterized by poor meals due to lack of 

balanced diet with insufficient up take of proteins. vitarnins83
, resulting into deficiency diseases 

like K washiorkor. Marasmus. Scurvy. night blindness and poor sight, denying many of the basic 

needs and treatment. among others. This is a great dri ving force for the researcher into the field 

to ascertain whether poverty hinders accessing basic needs such as health. lt is from this view 

that, the researcher went to see how it is done in Hoima and particularly Hoima Diocese. 

Poverty is characterized by an unequal gro\\th that doesn·t recognize the equal rights of all 

people nor exercise these rights equally in the economy. This makes the situation impossible for 

the Church to bring about chat full humanism that it has been struggling to restore. tu Low income 
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among the impoverished people needing to increase income of the poor by providing 

employment. This concms with the Pope Paul VI economic gr0\\1h and inflation in Uganda 2015 

to improve the living Standards. Hence the study·s need to examine such an impact of the being 

characterized by unequal gro,,th in Hoirna Diocese. 

Wafula contends that poverty has greatly affected town-dv.-ellers. He denotes that poverty leads 

to lack of clean water. proper sanitation and garbage disposal. exposing the population to serious 

health hazards. 85 Herein the study sought to examine the effects of lacking: clean water. proper 

sanitation, garbage disposal and the other likely poverty effects in Hoima Diocese. 

From a different perspective. commenting on the impact of poverty. Mwaura says that poverty 

has led to chronic diseases of wh!ch unhealthy populations cannot equally access essential 

communities such as schools. which leads to illiteracy86 and eventually to unemployment due to 

lack of skills and knowledge required for employment, hence, income inequal ity. This therefore 

reinforce reinforced the researcher to account for the existence of impact among others in Hoima 

Diocese. 

Obal also observed that poverty greatly affects vulnerable people87 including children. orphans, 

disabled and the Women. More so; majority of the Women are young and cannot physically, 

emotionally and economically support the additional chore undertaken. On this note the 

researcher went to find out how it is in Hoima Diocese. 

1.8.6 Strategies taken towards Poverty reduction 

This section discusses methods of poverty reduction and the extent to which they have benefited 

the people. The first step towards pove11y reduction, according to Sachs, is the need for 

"branchy, realism. fortitude and sense of responsibility'· 88 in the impoverished and 

disempowered persons themselves. It is important or crucial that these people realize the need for 

their children to have a mure meaningful life even in their absence like giving them guod 
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education. This realization gives hope and will spur them on to search for ways to end the 

poverty. 

In this respect. the Cathol ic diocese of Hoima. on assessing the po,·erry level of its Christians. 

were expected to help them realize the need and challenge of impro,·ing thi s situation by 

embracing more sustainable development programmes. 

Advocates of foreign aid believe that poor countries are caught in a ··poverty trap" and need 

major injections of aid to trigger economic development. Another criticism is that very li ttle aid 

actually goes to stimulate enterprise development, even though private enterprise is well 

established as the best path out of poverty. Widespread poverty is an urgent challenge for the 

world . The starting point for addressing this challenge is the simple and obvious observ<;tt ion that 

the p1imary problem of the poor is that they have a low income. The best way to reduce poverty 

is to increase the income of the poor by providing productive employment. 89 Thus the study 

happened to dig out the similar approach employed by the diocese of Hoima of in liberating the 

poor people to at least attain some sustainable income. While Leendan has a good point, his 

argument is also in the line of ' structurism' where institutions are supposed to tighten the 

economic gaps. But in involving institutions like the Church, the focus needs to be a. simpler, 

grass-root one of empowering the people via sensitization working in groups and forming 

Savings and Credits Cooperative groups. 

Increasing the employability of the poor is also a complex challenge that requires a variety of 

public pol icies and private strategies. Some of the world's poorest countries have made 

impressive gains in the fight against poverty, but the least developed countries still lag in efforts 

to improve living standards. Giving examples of achievements, the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) Report prepared by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) 

says that Burundi. Rwanda. Samoa. Sao Tome and Principe, Togo and Tanzania attained or 

approached the goal of universai primary education, one of the targets.
0

" Using this measured 

and observable target of Universal primary education as a corner stone the researcher tirelessly 
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,·enture into the tack of ascertaining the similar public policies employed by Hoima Diocese to 

help community members acquire job skills and increase the employability of the poor. 

PO\·erry reduction is possible through agricultural de,·elopment. In some poor communitie 

around the world steps have been taken to overcome thi s impoverished situation in the fruits of 

agriculture. For instance, in auri residences or villages in Kenya. who were suffering from 

great hunger and disease. They were supported by the international development community to 

advance from hunger, disease and death to health and economic development as Sachs put it: 

With fertilizers improved fallows. green manures and cover crops, water harvesting 
and small scale irrigation, and improved seeds, Sauri's farmers could triple the food 
yields per hectare and quickly end chronic hunger.91 

This improvement made among Sauri farmers as put Sachs thus aroused the researcher's interest 

in establishing the possibility of relatively similar advancement in the agricultural fields among 

the poor commw1ities of Hoima Diocese as a strategy toward poverty reduction. 

Disease and ill-health cripple many people making them unable to sustain themselves and 

therefore putting them in a state of poverty. However, through investment in basic health, 

poverty situation can be reduced and so enable the individual to prosper. This view is in line with 

what Sachs says in his book The End of Poverty: ' 'A village clinic with at least one doctor and 

nurse ... would provide free Anti -malarial bed nets effective anti-malarial medicines; treatment 

for HTV or Al OS ... and a range of other essential health services".92 

A healthy body will give the pro energy and enable them to work hard and reduce their poverty 

situation. In line with the above argument from Sachs (etal) the researcher could hardly hesitate 

asse1iing it an additional argument that Hoima Catholic Diocese is incumbent of having plans to 

address the people's health conditions so as to give them hope for a poverty reduced life. 

Then, the significance of education cannN ~ over-looked in any place. Investment in education 

is paramount as far as povert) reduction is concerned. An educated communit) can hardly be 

struck by endless poverty. In approaching poverty, an enlightened indi,idual will immediately 

seek a \.vay out. This is in agreement with Sachs· view about the importance of inYesting in 
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education. He believes that meals provided for school children will help to improve their health. 

the quality of education and regular attendance at school. uch children will be eager to learn 

and the more they learn the more they \;v·ill be useful to their communities as far as pO\'erty 

reduction is concemed.93 fhi s information hence intensitied the need for the study to enlighten 

more on Hoima Diocese's efforts as far as education is concerned:- a tool to reduce poverty 

among the Christians in Hoima Diocese. Howe\·er, it should also be remembered that education 

is a long-term strategy, while short-term strategies are also required to tackle the situation of 

extreme poverty immediately. 

The level of poverty varies from country to country and from community to community. 

Countries and communities experiencing extreme poverty can be assisted to Jessen or to reduce 

that extreme. This is possible through the help of the rich countries and nations.arow1d the world. 

As Sachs suggests:'The rich can help most by giving the extreme poor some assistance 

to c;..:rricate themselves from the poverty trap that now cnsn&res thcm:·94 

Create an organized group within the community to help many people rather than working with a 

few individuals. Rather than working with individual persons, it is more effective to facilitate 

collective and organized actions to help strengthen and empower people in poverty through an 

organization. People in poverty need to understand that they can often address and solve their 

O"Wn issues. 

The affected people going through the process of fighting poverty should have a raised level of 

consciousness about their situation and their capabilities in order to sustain their collective 

efforts and also to address other issues and problerns.95 Poverty is high in Uganda and mostl y in 

the area of Bunyoro. Hoima Catholic diocese as a whole can be viewed as the rich institution that 

may be in position to come to the aid of the extremely deprived individuals around it. It is, 

therefore, assumed rhat many of the poor communities in che diocese sha ll benefit from its 

presence and live a more human life through its help. 
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Jn his book. ··The End of poveny·'. Sachs pointed out that the move from universal poverty to 

varying degrees of prosperity had happened rapidly in the span of human history.96This impl ies 

that poverty is as old as mankind e\'en though it is not a desired situation. So. over the years. 

po\'erty-stricken societies have striven to overcome this situation by working hard to impro"e 

their income and so live a better life . Just as the percentage and degree of poverty has been 

reducing over the years. it is hoped that in Hoima catholic diocese the same would be true. 

Poverty reduction is associated with improved standards of living such as urbanization and social 

mobility. Improved poverty-situation will lead to a rise in agricultural productiv ity and. as food 

production per farmer rises, the challenges of hunger and disease will be w1der control and the 

population will be strong enough to engage in non-farm economic activities. Once the labour 

force is not full y engaged in food production. it is natural that the population relocates the urban 

centres to find work to do, hence, more development and ·thereby urbanization. In line with this, 

Sachs observes that as food production per farmer rises. food; prices· faH, inducing farmers and 

especiall y their children to seek employment in non-farm activities.97 Again, that is a long-term 

strategy and may not be immediately suited for the people of Hoima Diocese with low education 

levels. 

These non- fam1 activities ~ill also enable them to earn money to continue fighting the poverty. 

As it is possible that Hoima Catholic diocese has also paved way for the poor in non-farm 

activities. the poor are normally ranked below the ladder of social rankings. But with the change 

towards poverty reduction. economic growth is evident and with it is a change in social mobility. 

Sachs further observes: "Fixed social orders ... cannot with stand the sudden and drastic bursts of 

technological change that occur during modem economic gro~vth in which occupations and 

social roles shift drastically from one generation to the next.98It is possible that within Hoima 

catholic diocese a similar trend of mobility exists where some members of the community, 

through their effon to adhere to the situation, have risen above the social ladder. 

The prO\·ision of i11"1proved rural infrastructure has a close li nk and significance with poverty , as 

Golden is quoted by the World Bank: "The improved infrastructure will lead to an increase in 
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agricultural output productivity and development of off- farm activities in rural areas:·99 Market­

deterrnined incentives are necessary to induce supply response which can be done by the 

governments. Government intervention in the area of infrastructure is crucial in the struggle 

against poverty. rhis is an important step in the reduction process which hopefully is also being 

carried out in the intended area of study-Hoima Diocese 

The poor derive direct benefits from the rural infrastructure which stjmulate economic activity 

and increases demand for local labour. This is because the poor in Uganda. like elsewhere in 

Africa, tend to reside in low areas of agricultural potential due to their lack of basic infrastructure 

and social services. However, as they engage in various activities related to the construction of 

infrastructure, they too realize a change in their standards of living as a way out of poverty. For 

instance, in Uganda the northern reconstruction project supported by ·the IDA and other donors 

aimed at provision of minimum infrastructure to ensure economic growth process for all. 100 

Poverty reduction is closely linked to a combination of economic growth and reduction m 

population growth. To achieve this there must be plans or programmes that are driven along this 

line. In Uganda, the government strategy of poverty reduction, hinging as it does on sound 

macro-economic promoting public and private sectors with sound social policies, is aimed at 

provision of quality social services. It is the responsibility of the government to ensure a 

conducive environment for sustainable economic gro"W1h, hence poverty reduction. This view is 

highlighted by the ministry of finance, planning and economic development. 

Improving quality and efficiency in the provision of social services calls flora conducive 

environment for accelerated and sustained economic gro"W1h and employment to Cieate enough 

market based economic and sectoral policies. I0
1It is hoped that in Hoima catholic diocese there 

the strategies put in place aimed at eradicating poverty through small business enterprises like 

loan scheme projects or saving schemes. 

99 
Goldstem Ellen, The Impact of Rural Infrastructure on Rural Poverty, Lesson for South Asia, Internal discussion 

paper south Asia Region. World Bank, 1993, p. 62 
!OC lbiG. 
101 

Ministry of Finance Pldnning and Economic Development, Prosperous People. Harmonious Na tion, Beautiful 
Country. 1998. o.204 



Ethiopia. as one of the poorest countries. 10~has made a pov;erful and insightful presentation. 

Ending global poverty by 2025 \\·ill require concerted action by the rich countries as ,,·ell as the 

poor. beginning with a ·global compact" between the rich and the poor countries. The poor 

countries must take ending po,·erry seriously and will have to devote a greater share of their 

national resources to cutting po\'erty rather than to v;ar. corruption and political infighting. 103 

The rich countries will need to mo\'e beyond the platitudes of helping the poor and follow 

through on their repeated promises to deliver more help. ro-i That is possible but it needs the 

strengthening of such a framev•ork like the Sustainable Developmem Goals based on poverty 

reduction and the other strategies. 

The chronic lack of donor financing robs poor countries of their poverty-fighting zeal. In 2003, 

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and Sacks hosted an event in Addis Ababa to launch the Human 

Development Report about Ethiopia· s potential to expand food production and thereby to 

O\'e11eomc this pervasive hunger. We need to fix the plumbing of international development 

assistance in order to be effective in helping the well governed countries . 105 Aids flow through 

pipes bilateral donors, the pipes are c logged or simply too narrow not able to carry a sufficient 

flow of aid. 

lf v.'e are to get agreement by the rich world· s taxpayers to put more aid through the 
system, we first have to show that the plumbing will carTy the aid from the rich 
countries right down to ·where the poorest countries need it most in the villages, 
slums. ports. and other critical targets. 106 

The research used this data to suggest how Hoima Diocese is to use the same strategy to 

overcome pervasive hunger in the area. 

Sachs continues that knowing a certain amount of aid needed, the recipient counu·y is expected to 

engage in a broad-based public consultation to prepare the poverty reduction plan. including how 

the aid will be deployed. The international community's insistence on broad publ ic participation 

in the design of these plans is designed to achieve four main goals: Better prioritization of 

102 Ibid ., p.267 
;c-i Sachs J .• 2005 . Op.cit., p. 266 
!'.J.4 Ibid. 
105 
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investment plans, increased public awareness about po\'erty reduction programs. mobilization of 

on-Government Organizations and community groups in the fight against pove11y and fostering 

more political ··antibodies·' against corruption107
. 

Sachs comments that the poorest of the poor are mostly innocent victims in the drama. The major 

cause of the long-term climate change. foss il fuel combustion. is disproportionate I) the result of 

rich-country actions. 108 A..ny response of global approach to poverty reduction should attend to 

three things: 

First, the rich countries themselves and particularly the United States, United Nation 
Framework convention on climate changes to the'' stabilization of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
~nthropogenic interference with the climate system" se.cond, the rich countries will 
have to give added financial will have to live up to theiJ longstanding conunitment 
under the assistance to the poor countries to enable them to respond effectively to, at 
least to cope with, the changes ahead. Thirdly, as I noted earlier, the rich countries 
will have to invest more in climate science to gain a clearer understanding of how the 
changes already under way are likely to affect the world· s poorest people as \vell as 
rest of us. 109 

The element of spirituality is crucial in the process of poverty reduction. Spiritual leaders are . . 

expected to become custodians of change in a way that they show interest in the affairs of 

religion and development as interpreters, teachers, preachers and guardians of the texts . Spiritual 

or religious leaders are also expected to motivate individual, society, the state and take care of 

the marginalized (the poor). 

Also Haar (ed) asserts: "The poverty of the indigent classes may be reduced not only by 

enhancing their economi.c and material resources but also thrnugh expanding political freedoms, 

soc ial opportunities. social networks and spiritual capital". 11 0 

As custodians of religious knowledge. the spiritual leaders 111 Hoima Catholic Diocese are 

expected to be mindful of both the spiritual and economic wellbeing of the marginalized. As a 

way towards poverty reduction, it is important or necessary to adopt the basic needs strategy. 

lC' Ibid ., p. 271 
·ca • lt>t<:: ., p. 284 
IC9 Ib id .. p. 284 
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According to Webster. 1
i
1 this strategy seeks to do two things: first to freely reli(!\·e as quickly as 

possible absolute po\·erty through intensi\'c direct assistance to those in desperate circumstances. 

Secondly, to meet the basic needs of all in terms of material needs such as food. clothing. shelter 

and fuel. education. health. human rights and ability to participate in social life through 

employment and pol itical im·ol\'ement. 112 

Poverty reduction. particularly in rural areas, stresses the need for land reforms which involve 

making land available for the poorer farmers so that they can grow some food crops for 

subsistence and also market the surplus. It also involves opening up new farm lands and making 

cheap loans available to the rural households. 113 Besides the necessity for food and shelter, 

provision of human rights of employment and political involvement in decision-making are some 

of the ways towards poverty reduction. Thus the study" s relevancy to investigate in the depths 

attained by Hoima Diocese as a church in the provision of such human rights of employment and 

political involvement. 

Churches are a public service to the surrounding communities. They provide just about 

everything. The church participates in the development of the law in different ways. Some of 

these we see as inevitable, such as when individual politicians vote according to a religiously 

informed conscience. Religions have developed and required the observance of moral precepts 

since humans organized themselves into societies and cultures. 114 Hoima Diocese too in this 

trend. 

Webster assesses the process of poverty reduction and observes that there has been little real 

attempt to implement the basic needs policy property. He says: 

There are relatively few cases of rural development progranm1es directly benefitting 
the rural poor, while there are many examples of richer farmers receiving most of the 
gains. The World Bank still extends most of its credit to countries that are seen as a 
good commercial bet. 115 

111 
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Webster· s obsen ·ation may not surprise one to find that in such ci rcumstance poor farmers and 

residents in urban centres become some\\"hat cynical and skeptical about the so-called 

''development .. programmes. In such a situation it is therefore important to examine 

.. development .. as perceived b~ the ordin::uy men and v.·omen who are the subject and victims of 

poverty. He further obser\'es: 

If people do not like \\·hat they see. or interpret development programs in \Yays that are 

significantly di,·ergent from de,·elopers· intentions then no matter how economica lly \'iable they 

are on paper. they may be completely impractical socially. It is. then important to consider 

perceptions of development from below', from the ordinary folk who live and work in the 

factories, streets, rice fields. sugar plantations. mountain villages and so on. 11 6 

In other \VOrds, Webster is advocating for de\'elopment programmes of poverty reduction that 

start from the grass-roots and involve the low class individuals because these are the people who 

actually live and experience the poverty. They should not be marginalized if they are to be the 

direct beneficiaries of these deve lopment programs. The study hence in line with Webster 's 

contextual observations had to experiment on how this gradual process of poverty reduction is 

embraced in the area of study:- Hoima Diocese. 

1.8.7 The Role of the Church in Poverty reduction 

Pope Paul VI Suggested that the superfluous wealth of rich nations should be placed at the 

service of the poor countries. The rule vvfoch up to now held well for the benefit of those nearest 

to us must today be applied to the needy of this world. For those v;ho do not wish to give we 

apply the parable of the rich man whose fields yielded an abundant harvest and did not know 

where to store his harvest: '·God said to him: ' Fool, this night do they demand your soul of 

you.'"' 117 Gi\·e a man fish and you will feed him; teach him how to fish and he will be able to 

fi sh for himself. This saying underlies the increasing emphasis many religious bodies are giving 

to projects for agricultural development. This can reduce poverty. The promotion of self-reliance 

l:E Ibid., p. 36 
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through true de,·elopment. therefore. becomes a critical priority for re ligious bodies concern with 

reducing world hunger. 118 

In line ,,·ith Sachs viev; the study hence exe1ted the role of Hoima diocese in reducing poverty 

levels through provision of basic needs. 

For several years some Western missionaries have been involved with a variety of development 

programs: training in farming. techniques and leadership skills, formation of cooperatives and 

credit unions: assistance for meeting fertilizers, water and seeds: organization of peasant 

leagues. 119The researcher examined to what extend this can be done by Hoima diocese and the 

Church' s role is to see to it that their Christians are well off. 

Still influenced by Sachs ideology, the study werit further to examine the extent to which Hoima 

diocese has come up in the struggle to reduce illiteracy le\1els among her community members. 

The Catholic Church has always led the promotion of the common good. Human beings have 

sublime dignity and stand above all things. So their rights and duties are universal and should be 

inviolable. Christians are, therefore, to have access to all that is necessary for genuine living like 

Food, shelter, clothing education and right of freedom to act according to the dictates of reason. 

In particular, John Paul II, in his Encyclical Letter SoflecirudoReiSocia!is, emphasizes that one 

must not over-look that special form of poverty that deprives people of their fundamental rights, 

in particular the right to freedom of worship and economic initiative. He indicates how 

intolerable the burden of poverty is felt in the area of unemployment. shelter and debt. He urges 

the people to shun the mental ity in which the vulnerable are taken as irksome and intruders 

trying to consume what others have produced. 120Pope Jolm Paul 11 continues, "We cannot forget 

that the Church is able to reach material and financial independence only if the people entrusted 

to it do not live in condition of extreme poverty" 121
. It is on this note that the Church should see 

to it that the members are empowered and the society at large, for the independence of all and the 

church at large. 

!
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Mvengas. quoted by Ssenuuma. 122urges that we should not accept the \crnrld impoYerishment. 

,,·hich includes denoting either the fact of one's being poor or the act of making someone poor. 

We are obl iged to observe that the phenomenon of impoverishment in Africa today is 

comprehensiYe. total and absolute: on the continent. in the cities. in the states as in the country 

side. Poverty is abundant and it makes us unable to realize self-reliance. According to Mukasa. 

the only best way \Ve are going to get out the dungeon of poYeny is through Education therefore 

we should commit all our effort. all our resource on the education of the people beginning \Vi th 

the young ones. 123 While Mukasa is obviously right. that is. again. a long-term strategy. What 

happens to those who are dying of poverty no,,· and can no longer go to school? 

Finally, the Church teaches that man is himself the author. centre and goal of all social and 

economic li fe. The social question is that goods are created by God for everyone, so it should be 

for everyone to enjoy in justice and with the help of charity. The Catechism of the Catholic 

·Church 124 teaches that true development is ccncemed -.1.:ith increasing each person's capability to 

respond to the call of God. So. God blesses those who come to give the poor and rebukes those 

who tum away from them. This is a lso seen in the Church' s love for the poor which is part of her 

constant tradition.125Inspired by Sachs initiative the study therefore ought to establish the role of 

church in Hoima Diocese as far as man ' s ability to manipulate himself as an anther, centre and 

goal of all social and economic life. 

m Ibid., p.136 
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1.9 l\1ethodology 

This section presents the research methods and instruments that were used in data collection and 

analysis. Kothari states that. it is essential for the researcher to state the methods she is going to 

use. The planning and execution of the research project is critical its success. Kothari points out 

that decisions regarding what. where. ,..,·hen. how and ho,\· much and by what means concerning 

an inquiry or a study constitute a research design 126.This section presents the locale of the study. 

the population, target population, sample size. sample methods, research design. the instrument, 

validity and reliability of the study. procedure and data collection and analysis. 

1.9.1 Research Design 

Creswell 127 defines research design as a specification of methods and procedures for acquiring. 

analyzing, interpreting and reponing. According to Amin, 128 "qualitative data gathering 

procedures are vital because they are considered more useful to the diversity of multi.pie 

realities·· that one finds in the complex field situations. The study employed a case study which 

comprises of Hoima diocese. descriptive design with qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

This is because studies such as ways of People's li\'es, behaviors, emotions and feelings as well 

as organizational functions, social movements, cultural phenomenon and intentions between 

nations are better studied in ways that generate qualitati,·e data which are mainly qualitative and 

descriptive in nature (Strauss and Corbin).129It also studies historical facts . So, descriptive design 

helped to illustrate the information on the present existing conditions concerning Poverty 

reduction in Hoirna Diocese. It enabled the researcher to describe the manifestations of poverty, 

its causes, effects and the efforts the Hoima Catholic Diocese is employing to reduce it. 

Qualitative approach is useful because of its unique facet of allowing the researcher to get closer 

contact with Hoima Catholic Diocese for an in-depth inquiry of the phenomena to be researched. 

This involved marufestation of poverty, its causes and effects and subsequently its impact on the 

126
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life of people or Christians and the church' s effort to\\ards its reduction. 130The researcher 

disco\"ered the views. feelings and experiences of the Christians regarding poverty and poverty 

reduction. So. the data collected in qualitative fo rm was in terms of views and feelings derived 

from experience of the respondents in terms of statements and not numbers. There was al so 

collection of numerical data in order to explain, predict and analyze the phenomenon under 

study. 

1.9.2 Area of Study and Justification 

This research was canied out in Hoima Catholic Diocese, which is in Hoima district in Bunyoro 

region of Western Uganda. The area has settlements established primarily because of its fertility 

and vast Vegetation. Hoima Catholic Diocese was chosen because it is the birth-place of the 

researcher and so she has seen the poverty of the people in the diocese. Secondly in 1986, \vhen 

NRM took over power from Okello Tito, many people were left homeless and jobless, hence 

affecting economic activity in the area which led to poverty. Thirdly the district has· been 

somewhat in isolation as a result of poor roads which made the direct routes to other towns for 

business impassable, hence leading to poverty in the region. All these reasons acted as a direct 

reinforcement for the study to be carried out in this area for justification. 

1.9.2.1 The Physical Features of Hoima Diocese 

Vegetation Ecosystems include tropical high forests (riverine and swamp forests), savannah 

woodlands and grasslands, papyrus and grassland swamps which support a wide range of flora 

and fauna. The total area of gazzetted forests equals 359.9 sq. km and 25 sq.km of man-made 

forest coverage. 131 

1.9.2.2 Ethnicity of Hoima Diocese 

Hoima district has mostly a Bantu speaking people, mainly the Banyoro 132 and Batooro. The 

Bakiga and Luo were the people v;ho just migrated to that place. 

130
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1.9.2 .3 Economic Acti,·ities 

The main activity is agriculture which is done by most people in Hoima Diocese. 

1.9.2.4 Agriculture 

This is the major economic act1v1ty m the diocese. engagmg about 63% of the working 

population with an estimated 1,6 10 sq. km of land under cultivation and livestock farrning. 133 

1.9.2.S Fishing 

The natural open water sources rich in bio-diversity are a source of fisheries resource. This is 

mainly Lake Albert, which cov~rs about 2,268.6 krn2 (38%); it has the most diverse fish fauna in 

Uganda with species of commercial significance. Species available include tilapia, miller cap and 

claris. 134
. 

1.9.2.6 Mining 

Gold; located on River Kafu basin and near yakabonge Hill, Hematite in Nyaituma, salt at 

Kibiro Hot Springs, Kaolin south of Kihabwemi trading centre and clays that occur in most 
. . 

valleys in Bugambe, Kyangwali, Kiziranfumbi. Buhimba and Kyabigambire mainly used for 

bricks and pottery. 135
. 

1.9.2. 7 Tourism 

Hoima (Bunyoro) is endowed with bio-di\'ersity in terms of species, richness and abundant 

species of high conservation value and a rich varied landscape with many ecosystems. Many 

areas are of great scenic beauty, interspersed by an extensi\'e system of Lake Albert and rivers 

key fauna and flora biodiversity resources. 136 
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1.9.3 Population, Sampling size and Sampling Technique or Methods 

l.9.3.1 Population 

This study targeted Christians of Hoima catho lic Diocese. The researcher · s interest in these 

Christians sprang from the fact that she is familiar with the area and its leaders and the Church 

system. Thus, it was easy to organize and get data from them by the fact that she is a member of 

Hoima Catholic Diocese. The sample population had Ten Parishes wi th a total population of 

150,027 baptized Christians. 

1.9.4 Sample Size 

The sample size was hundred sixty selected because the area is very big and the _Christians are 

many. The study employed non probability, purposeful and snowball sampling technique as 

summarized iri the table below: 

1.1 Table Sample Size. 

Category of Respondents Total population Sample size 

Bishop 1 1 

Priests 40 20 

Sisters 40 10 

Catechists 20 05 

Christians 
I 

149,926 124 

Total ! 150,027 160 
i 

1.9.5 Sampling Methods 

This study employed non-probability methods of sampling, that is. purposeful sampling and 

snmvball san1pling. Purposeful sampling aims at finding those rich key informants who were 

knowledgeable and informative about the phenomenon being investigated. 

Secondly, snuwbaii sampling was used in the 4uestiunnaires dissemination sine::: it is expedient 

and economica l. 137Ahuja notes tha t in snowball sampling. the resean.:her studies all those who 

m Aht.:ja R., Research M ethods. New Delh1. Rawat Publ ica!ior.~. 2007 . p.179 



are most conveniently available. Respondents were used to identify other respondents during the 

time of the research. In facL the researcher gave the questionnaires to the Church leaders and the 

Christians in Hoima Catholic diocese who \\·ere a\·ailable. 

1.9.6 Research Instrument for Data-collection 

The study obtained information from primary sources. To gather primary data, a survey method 

was used. Because tli.e researcher was known to some of the participants. there was the 

possibility of lowering reliability.138This is disadvantageous in that a researcher could empathize 

with the participants in their beliefs, feelings and experiences. The researcher, however. used 

three tools to collect data from the respondents in order to avoid bias as wel l as enhance 

triangulation. These irn;:Juded questionnaire, interview guide and observation. 

1.9.6.1 Sources of Data 

Secondary and primary data sources were used to collect data. 

1.9.6.2 Questionnaire 

The questionnaire \.vas the maJor gathering tool. The questionnaire was constructed and 

administered inform of a self-administered questionnaire. Copies were issued to I 00 Christians 

from Hoima Catholic Diocese. The researcher and research assistants visited different groups of 

Christians, who then filled the questionnaire. The questionnaire incorporated questions about the 

research topic, covering the study objectives. The questions were both close-ended and open­

ended. 

1.9.6.3 Observation Checklist 

Observation was also used in data collection. The researcher observed and took note of 

Christians· homes. lifestyles. health and income-generating activities and projects carried out. As 

the researcher was di sseminating the questionnaire, she would al so observe the nature of Church 

projects as well as the homes of Christian members. their total lifestyle and health. Tn the 

process. she a lso took photos and notes of the condition of Christian homes. This information 

was used to augment the study findings from the questionnaire and intef\·iew guide. 

naMacmillan J.H.,& Schurn4cher S., Research in Education, A Conceptual Introduction ~Ed Virg1ma : Harper and 
Collin College Publisher!.. 1993. ;:i. 386 
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1.9 .6.4 Interview Guide 

Interviews enabled the researcher to obserYe both the subjects and the situations. As the 

researcher was interviewing the respondents. she would clarify questions and request for 

additional information where responses seemed to be incomplete. This was all enabled by the 

enhance flex ibility inherent in interview as a method of data-collection. The researcher 

interviewed a total of 60 respondents. This was done as the questionnaire was being 

disseminated. Those interviewed included the Priests, Sisters and Christians who work in the 

offices of the Diocese and other Christians in Hoima Diocese. 

The researcher interviewed the respondents in their homes. This is international in order to allow 

observation and accurate assessment. The researcher began the interview with a brief description 

of the research aims and purposes then solicited information. The interview guide had basically 

open-ended questions with allowance for probing so as to help clarify the questions and to 

provide detailed information. 

1.9.7 Procedure of Data-collection 

The researcher first acquired an introductory letter from the Depruiment of Religious Studies 
. . 

Kyambogo University. She then submitted it to Hoima Diocese. The letter from the University 

was submitted to the Bishop of Hoima Diocese. 

The researcher then made official appointments with the Priests. Religious and the Christians in 

terms of date and time for data-collection. Even though she hails from the area of the study, she 

did not know most of the places where the different Christians stay. The researcher then 

identified and oriented some research assistants who helped her in identifying the homes of the 

respondents during the di stribution of the questionnaires. 

1.9.8 Validity and Reliability 

According to ~fogenda and Mugenda, 139 validity refers to the degree to which results obtained 

from analysis of data actually represent the phenomenon under study. Reliability refers to the 

n
9
M ugenc a. M . . ResearC'I Mecnocs, African Ce:i~~ for Technology Studie5. Na:rob1. ~enya . 2~3 . p. 232 

40 



extent to which a research instrument measures whate\'er it is meant to measure consistently and 

the extenl to \Yhich a test is internally consistent. as aniculated by Best and Kahn. 140 

Before data collection. the questionnaire was validated to ensure validity and reliabi lity. 1
.i

1 The 

researcher checked the instrument for content ,·alidity. that is. the extent to which the research 

instrwnent measured what it purported to measure. hence a pre-test. Specifically. the 

presentation of the content was designed in such way that test items adequately sampled the 

domain of possible items and covered all the objectives. 

Secondly the questionnaire was given to a supervisor and one research statistician expert to 

check on the grammar, usage, design, lay-out and its relevance to the problem under 

investigation. Jhe supervisor closely monitored the designing of the . instruments to make sure 

that they covered the content area and that all the sub-areas were included and in the right 

proportion. To ensure reliability. the questionnaire was pre-tested. It was first given to 5 priests 

who were not among the sampled groups for the study. The five (5) respondents who 

participated in the pilot study did not participate in the actual final study. The feedback which 

was received guided in the re-adjustment and re-structuring of the questionnaire. In the 

validation pro~ess the questionnaire was checked to determine whether an accurate number or 

acceptable sample would be obtained in terms of proportions of the issued questionnaires. 

1.9.9 Data Processing and Analysis 

The collected data were prepared for processing. This involved organizing them into manageable 

units that is validating asserting the degree to which results obtained represent the data, editing 

altering from text to tabulation and percentages, categorizing according to the objectives 

comparing and coding them for easy analysis. Data for each objective were analyzed separately 

using descriptive statistics. 

140
Best J . W . & l(ahn J. V .. Research in Education. New Delhi : Prentice Hall of India Pvt lto . .2003, p.20 

14 :M cMilla~ J.H. & SO'lur.iacher. Research m £auc::it10n, A Conceptual lnrroducrion. 3°" ed..38i 

.... 



1.9.10 Ethical Considerations 

Lawrence says that the direct involvement of a field researcher in the social li ves of other people 

raises many ethical dilemmas . 1 ~:! 1n this study the researcher adhered to ethical measures in the 

process of data collection. analysis and dissemination in order to overcome these dilemmas. For 

instance. the participants were contacted in the study face-to-face ,,·hereby they were informed of 

the purpose and importance of the study. In case of sensitive information especially during the 

interview. they were assured of confidentiality before. during and after the study. The researcher 

bore in mind that participants must agree vo luntarily to participate in the study without physical 

and psychological coercion. So, she was open and honest with the participants about the aim and 

the purpose of the study. This enabled the participants to agree with the researcher on the 

convenient time for interview. Being open and the honest to the participants during the entire 

investigation ensured that all information important to them was availed. 

1.10 Limitations of the Study 

Some people were not open enough to give information. In this case, the researcher made 

preliminary visits to create rapport with them. Using a simple approach of openness and honesty 

and there · explained the aim as well as and the purpose of the study. She assured them of 

confidentiality and anonymity of any sensitive data collection in relation to the study. 

The other challenge concerned of time and finances due to the limited resources available and 

time to carry out the study. To counter-balance this problem, the researcher used hired motorbike 

and public means of transport to reduce expenses. Where homes were far and scattered, the 

researcher would lodge in the nearby shopping centre and resume the study activities the 

following morning to the next village, hence avoiding wastage of money and time travelling 

back to Hoima town. 

Furthermore, heavy rains were another challenge. When it \\Ould rain during the data-collection 

exercise. the researcher would first to visit the accessible places like Bujun1bura and St. Cyprian 

on raincoal and go to the inaccess ible places like Bugambe and Kitoba when the weather \Vas 

drv. 

1
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Lastly. some respondents did not want to identify themselves '"hen answering the questionnaire. 

especially where the information might be perceived to be sensiti\'e and might put them in 

trouble with their leaders. The researcher encouraged them to omit their names on questionnaire. 



1.11 Definition of Terms 

Catholic: 

Church: 

Incom e: 

Poverty: 

Pertaining to al l kinds of people their range of tastes. 

A group of people who fo llow the same Christian religious beliefs. 

The money that a person earns from work. investments and business. 

A condition characterized by a lack of something. Any deficienc y of elements or 

resources that are needed or desired and constitute richness. 

Reduction: To Jessen the negative impact of a particular cause on the specified person or 

group of people. 

Role: The degree to which somebody or somethiog is involved in a situation or an 

Activity and lhe· effect that they have on it. The function or position of something . 

. I I 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN POVERTY REDUCTION AMONG CATHOLIC 
CHRISTIANS IN HOIMA DIOCESE 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the data on the fu-st objective that is. determine the role of the church in 

poverty reduction among catholic Christians in Hoima Diocese. Doing thi s is important for the 

study because it is what shows that indeed the people of Hoima Diocese are poor as alleged 

already in the topic and in this very objective. The data is presented. analyzed and discussed in 

accordance with the major theme in the o bjective and its break-down into sub-themes. The data 

are being presented as it was obtained by means of both questionnaire and interview guide. For 

the later the total number of respondents was 88 while for interv iew guide they were 60. For this 

chapter al l the data is from questionnaire. 

2.2 E conomic Well-being 

2.2.1 Source of Livelihood 

The respondents were asked about their source of livelihood. This examination was deemed 

directly rela ted to one's economic status, which the study had to establish . This was a multi­

response question because one can ha\·e more than one sources of livelihood. This is ,;o,,hat 

explains the total of the responses being more than the number of the respondents. as 

summarized in the table below. 

T a ble 2.1: Source of Livelihood 

Wh at are t h e ma.1or act1v1tles t h I at earn you your F ' l . ? am1ly mcome . 
Source of Livelihood Responses Percentage 

Formal employment 24 20.2 
Subsistence fam1ing 71 59.7 
Business I 5 12.6 
Larg:e-scalc farming 5 4! 

I Self-employed 2 1.7 
I . . ~ ' 

I , 
· 'v oluntan :s~rv 11.:e 0.8 
1 

Pastoral ~-ork 0.8 
· Toni 119 100 

Source: field Data. 2018 

I 
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From the table abo\'c. the sources of li,·elihood can be labeled as ·1ow-. that is, 59.7% (7 1 

Respondents) (subsislence farmers) plus 0.8% (1 Respondent) (\'oluntary service) and 0.8% (I 

Respondent) (pastoral workers). Then, only 4.2% (5 Respondents) (large-scale farming) \:Vere the 

sources of li , ·eli hood which can meaningfully resist poverty. Among those who were in formal 

employment were also primary school teachers and others whose employment did not provide 

satisfactory means of livelihood. This is basically because, for some people. the reason is lack of 

sufficient land while for others it is lack of capital. and for some still it is lack of both . This 

finding of low sources of livelihood is s imilar/in line with Myrdal, 14\vho argues that people can 

be disadvantaged in their social context depending on social forces such as cultural belief 

systems, political institutions and the economic systems governing that particular society. Hence 

the role of Hoima Diocese church to establish a .clear way out of such low sources of livel ihood 

basing on the above outcome. 

2.2.2 Head of tht Fam ily 

Who heads the fami ly matters a lot as an aspect of livelihood in the sense that it indicates the 

possibilities or lack of them for the sustenance of the famjJy. Of the 88 respondents, five (5) did 

not indicate the head of the family. The following were the results on that. 

Ta ble 2.2: H ead of Family 

Wh o 1s current h d f ea o vour F ·1 ? am11v . 
Head of family Frequency Percentage 

Father 56 67 
Mother 15 18 
Grandparent 3 4 
Relative 2 2 
Elder chi ld I I I I 

I 
Bishop 2 2 

I Sr. Superior 
Rector 2 2 
Director 

I Total 83 100 
Source: Field Data, 2018 

:o Myrdal G .. oo. C!t. 



From the data abo\·e. whjle rhe majority of the families \\·ere beaded by men that is 67% (56 

Respondents). there were. in particular. Fifteen families are headed by Mothers 18% (15 

Respondents). then three Families are headed by Grandparents 4% (3 Respondents). Two 

families are headed by Relati\'es 2% (2 Respondents) and One headed by Elder Child 1 % 

( l Respondent) are headed by othernise \'Ulnerable indi\'iduals, that is. mothers. grandparents. 

relati\·es and a child. Poverty hits all. e\·en men, but it is v.,:orse with women and children. These 

groups generally lack substantial means of li\'elihood. which increases the levels of poverty 

among people. This finding of low sources of li \·elihood based on this kind of constraint is in line 

with Obal 1.i4who observed that poverty greatly affects vulnerable people including chi ldren, 

orphans. disabled and the Women. More so. majority of the Women are young and cannot 

physically. emotionally and economically support the additional chore undertaken. This research 

thereby will show the role of the church in supporting such vulnerable family heads to reduce 

poverty in Hoima diocese. 

2.2.3 Income per Month 

Income, whether per month or otherwise, is a vivid indicator of economic well-being of people, 

this is why the study sought to establish it. . Six (6) respondents did not indicate their estimated 

income per month, this is why the total here is 82. 

Table 2.3: Income-range per Month 

\Vh h at is t e aYerage amount o f ' mcome you earn per ont . 

I Income-range Frequency Percentage 

Less than 70,000 0 1 1.2 
70,000 - 100,000 15 18.3 

100,500 - 150,000 08 9.9 
150,500 - 200,000 11 13.4 

I..., " 
..., ,., I ~oo,5oo - _,00.000 10 L .. .L. 

_~oo .5oo - 400.000 
I 400:500 - 500:000 

05 6.1 
11 13.4 
!7 20.7 
02 2.4 
02 2.4 

82 100 

! 500.500 and above 
I o ~onth ly salary 
i )>.. 

1ot "er+" ;~ I .... -- ......... 
Total 

144
0bal J., Gender in the World Bank Poverty Assessment. Eiqht Countries Case Studies from Sub Sohoran Africa 

UNRISD 01sct.:ssion paper 26. 2011, p.54 
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ource: F ield Data, 2018 

From the table above we can see that almost half of the people earned not more than 200.000/= a 

month. that is 1.2% (!Respondent) earned less than 70.000 '=. 18.3% (15 Respondents) earned 

70.000/= to I 00.000/=. 9.9% (8 Respondents) earned I 00.500/= to 150.000/= and the 13.4% 

(11 Respondents) earned 150.500/= to 200.000/= not talking of the 2.4%(2 Respondents) who did 

not earn a monthly salary at all. either because they were volunteers or pastoral workers. This 

corresponds to the majority of the respondents who practiced subsistence farming. It is even 

surprising that so many said they earn a monthly salary. Income here is generally low. This result 

of low incomes concurs with the United Nations Report that poverty includes lack of income and 

productive resources sufficient to ensure sustainable livelihood. 145 The study therefore thought to 

state the role of the church in addressmg such a situation of income range as a way of poverty 

reduced in Hoima diocese. 

2.2.4 Savings 

It was important for the study to establish the saving status of the respondents. as it is one of the 

manifestations of financial growth. Two (2) respondents did not respond to the bank account 

question, leaving the responses to be 86. 

Table 2.4: Having a Savings Account 

Do you have a Bank Account? 
Having a Savings Account Frequency Percentage 

Yes 67 77.9 

No 19 22. 1 

Total 86 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

Given the incomes ,,.,,-e just looked at above. it sounds surprising that the majori ty of the 

respondents said that they saved. that is 77.9% (67 Respondents). \Vhi le 22.1 % (19 Responder.ts) 

said that they did not sa,·e. However. one has to remember that in thi s age in thi s country there is 

a strong stream towards Savings and Credit CooperatiYe Organizations (SACCOs). These help 

1 •5u..,,~e::f Narions, Report of rhe World Summn _for Socio! De11elopmenr ir: Cooer1ha9en.1995, p.42 



people, e\'en relati\'ely poor ones. to make some sanngs on a v;eekly basis. Then they can 

botTO\\ amounts that tally with a multiple of their sa\'ings. Similarly. \Vebster 1 ~6 advocates for 

de\·elopment programmes of poverty reduction that start from the grass-roots and involve the 

lov; class indi\'iduals because these are the people \\·ho actually live and experience the poverty. 

Hence such a find ing inspired the study to establish the effort of the church in curbing dov,rn such 

a sa\·ings range among Hoima Diocesan community members. 

2.2.5 Possess ion of Property 

Possession of property is one clear indicator of some financial ability. This is \Yhy the study 

thought it important to establish it among the respondents. 

2.2.5.1 Ownership of Land and Land-size 

In our circumstances, land is the most significant asset or property. One respondent did not 

respond to the question on land ownership, leaving 87 responses. For the rest, all the 87 said that 

they owned some land. 

Land Size 

Table 5: Ownership of Land 

Do vou or vour familv own land, how many hectares? 
Land-size in Acres Frequency Percentage 

Less than 1 18 20.7 

1.5-2 15 17.2 

3 -7 22 25.3 

8- 10 12 13.8 

11 and above 20 23.0 

Total 87 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

It can be seen from the table above that 20.7% (18 Respondents) had less than 1 acre and 17.2% 

(15 Respondents) had 1.5-2 acre::. \\ruch is a milximum of two (2) acres of land. v,hich is very 

little. while 13.8% ( 12 Respondents)had at least eight (8) acres. then 23% (20 Respondents) had 

I I and ab1.we which is fai r!) c0mfonable . Those are among the people \ >, hq carried out larg~-

:""' Y.etister Andrew, Op. Cit .. 199G.p. 36 
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scale fanning (cf. table 2.1). The middle group had at least three (3) acres. The picrure here is 

that generally people do not have enough land to do de,·elopment that can comfortably get them 

out of po, ·erty. Unless one inherits. (even those who do later sell some part in order to meet other 

needs) . land is \'ery expensiYe now. And if the income is meager, then it becomes a \'icious 

circle. [n this connection, Feuerstein. w posits that poverty is also caused by small plots of poor 

farmers which are inadequate for li velihood and landless households cam1ot grow food for 

feeding them in their family and selling. On establishing such a clear distribution of land, this 

research opt to reveal a satisfactory approach of the church in streamlining issues regarding land 

to reduce poverty in the area. 

2.2.5.2 Other Assets 

Having assets other than land indicates even more economic v.:ell-being. Sixteen ( 16) 

respondents did not respond to the question, leaving the responses to be 72 in thi s case. 

Table 6: Ownership of other Assets 

D o you h ave some assets a par tf rom an 
Ownership of other Assets Frequency Percentage 

Yes 56 77.8 
No 16 22.2 
Total 72 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

As seen above, 77.8% (56 Respondents) O\\l1ed some other assets . That is a good development, 

although in most cases those assets were just in terms of a goat, chicken, a cow and others like 

that. Still, all this shO\\·s efforts towards reducing poverty on a personal level. This is in line v;ith 

Sachs 148 who observes that over the years. poverty-stricken societies have striven to overcome 

this situation by working hard to improve their income and so live a bener life. This srudy too 

conforms to it that the church has got a role to play in enriching her members as far as ownership 

of the assets is concerned in Hoima Diocese. 

io Feuerstein M . T., Poverry and Heolrh Reaoing a Richer Harvest London : Macmillan Education Ltd 1997 
· 411 

Sachs. J. Op. Cit., 2005. o .26 
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2.2.6 Type of Shelter 

Shelter is another manifestation of living-standards and well-being. One respondent did not 

respond to the question. leaving the responses to be 87 in thi s case. 

Table 7: Type of Shelter 

Wh. h IC type o f h ouse d o you h ave at h ome . 
Shelter Frequency Percentage 

Permanent 64 73 .6 
Serni-pem1anent 10 11.5 
Temporary 13 14.9 
Total 87 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

The shelter situation above can be analyzed from two fronts. That 73.6% (64 Respondents) of the 

respondents had pem1anent shelter which is a good progress. On the other hand, however. to see 

that in this age, 11.5% (10 Respondents) sti ll do not have permanent she lters and, in real sense, 

14.9% (13 Respondents) still li ve in temporary shelters, is not something to be proud of. Poverty 

is still a reality in spite of the many efforts to reduce it. According to Sachs, extreme poverty or 

absolute poverty refers to . '·the poverty that kill s" where people have Jess than $ 1 per day to 

survive are chronically hungry, lacking : basic shelter, safe drinking water, sanitation, sufficient 

clothing. health care and education. 1
-t
9 Thus this researcher bring it out that the church cannot 

dare witnessing such without playing a direct role in condensing the pressure of poverty upon the 

people in Hoima Diocese. 

2.2.7 Education 

It has alv,·ays been argued that education is key to empowering people in an all-round way. This 

is education of both adults and children. This is why the study wa interested in the state of 

education in the households. Again. one respondent did not respond to the question. leaving the 

responses to be 87. 
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Table 8 : Education 

H I . ow many peop em vour amt y rnve s u 1e F ·1 I t d' d t s up o f ? emor our . 
Education Frequency Percentage 

None 6 6.9 
Two IO 11.5 
More than two 47 54.0 
All 24 27.6 
Total 87 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

It can be seen that only 27.6% (24 Respondents) of the respondents had all people educated in 

their families, and 11.5% (10 respondents) had a maximum of only two, with 6.9% (6 

Respondents) having none at all. This is still a gloomy situation and. although .ignorance can be a 

cause of it, the main cause is financial inability. Again this C_?r.re~ponds to what Sachs calls 

extreme poverty or absolute poverty. referring to the po\lerty wt1ereby people lack basics 

including education. 150 Additionally. Mukasa, argues that the only best way we are going to get 

out the dungeon of poverty is through Education therefore we should conunit all our effort, all 

our resource on the education of the people beginning with the young ones. 151 Hence forth this 

study aligning the role of the church in poverty reduction within Hoima Dioc~se basing on such 

education analytical data. 

2.2.8 The Type of Food most Families Eat 

Data on this came from interviews with 60 families. The study wanted to establish the kinds of 

food people eat, as that is related to economic well-being or the lack of it. The common foods 

eaten were given as follows: sweet potatoes, cassava, millet, posho, beans, greens bananas, rice, 

meat. fish. ground-nuts. While it matters what combinations of food people will have. or the 

most frequently eaten combinations. it remains that these are the basic foods of people in the 

entire country. These are got for cultivation and so are generally poss ible for everybody. 

However. the ideal of balanced diet is elusive. This is quite in accordance wi th the United 

Nations repon that poverty includes lack of income and productive resources sufficient to ensure 

150
fbid. 

:s: Mukasa , Rebutfdinq our !l.<r.1or. One Person 01 c t ime. 2013. p.98 

51 



sustainable liYelihood. the elimination of hunger and malnutri tion, among others. 151 This analys is 

was examined to call for the role of the church in fighting the diet imbalances among other 

causes of poverty in Hoima Diocese. 

2.2.9 Some of the Problems Faced by People in Hoima Diocese 

The common problems people face can be causes of an economic status, but they can also be 

manifestations of economic status. This is why the study sought to establish those problems. 

Those problems were given as: impassable roads, increase in the prices of commodities, lack of 

hospitals, scarcity of medicine in hospitals, drug abuse, accidents, schools are very far, lack of 

market for goods and services, high levels of theft, high levels of bribery, high levels of 

corruption. suic ide, massive killing, high levels of rape. human trafficking. Here we see that 

some· TJf these problems are brought about by lack of economic means and poverty. This 

problem-situation simply embodies a poverty-situation as articulated by Wafula, namely, that 

poverty leads to lack of; clean water, proper sanitation and garbage disposal , exposing the 

population to serious health hazards. 153 From a different perspective, commenting on the impact 

of poverty. Mwaura also says that poverty has led to chronic diseases of which unhealthy 

populations caru10t equally access essential communities such as schools, which leads to 

illiteracy 154 and unemployment. Acquainted with this information. the study ought to assert the 

selected mechanisms laid by the church of Hoima diocese to rescue the members out of such 

deadly hazards and attain recognizable standards of living. 

2.2.10 Rating of Poverty in Hoima Diocese 

Table 9: Poverty Levels 
H d ow t th rtv l l . H . o you ra e e pove eve m 01ma ? 1ocese . 

Poverty Level Frequency I Percentage l 
I 
I 

High 29 33.3 I 
Moderate 54 62.1 I 
Low· 4 j 4.6 I 

i 
Total 82 100 i 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

·~· --· Un1ted Not1on5 , Report of tf'le World Summit for Sooal ~velopment in Copennogen, 1995,p 42 
15

\vafula Immanuel, Op_ Cit .• p .25 
:~Mwa..,ra P. N .. Op. Ci":. .. o . 193 



The rating of poYerty in Jfoima District zeroes on majorit) (62.1 %) (5-t Respondents) 

·moderate·. eH:n though the 33.3°0 (29 Respondents) which think it is high cannot be ignored. 

This is becau e it is clear from here that the situation is still far a\\ay from ' here '"e want it to 

be. J'his picture agrees \\'ith Llitre that po,·ert) is mostly in the 'ub- 'aharan Africa as manifested 

in the declining Ii' ing standards of remote villages and towns. 15
-- This make the church all O\'er 

the world and panicularly in Hoima diocese pa) more attention to such realistic instances of 

po\'crty among others in this study. 

-~\l1ffe CF Oc C~ . :: 2 



CHAPTER THREE 

THE CAUSES POVERTY I N HOIMA DIOCESE 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents data on the causes of poverty in Hoima Diocese. The break-down follows 

the various elements which can stand on their own as causes as brought out by the respondents. 

And while some are spontaneously from the respondents, others are as a result of prompting 

through the questions asked. The data are from both questionnaire (88 respondents) and 

interview guide (60 respondents). 

3.2 Some of the M ajor Causes of Pover ty in Hoima Diocese 

3.2.1 Uganda 's E ducation System and Poverty 

There is a big expectation, rightly so, that education will lead to the acquisition of knowledge 

and skills, which in tum will serve socio-economic development. This is why the respondents 

were asked whether the education system helps to get people out of poverty. Six (6) respondents 

did not respond to the question, leaving the responses to be 82. The results are summarized 

below. 

Table 3.1: Uganda's Education System 

l s Uganda's E ducation system well conceived? 

Education System Frequency P ercentage 

Yes l 1 13.4 
No 57 69.5 
Not sure 14 17.1 
Total 82 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

We can see that the majority (69.5%) (57 Respondents) believed that the education system per 

say as it is in Uganda does not help to get people out of poverty. Wh ile l 7. l % ( l4 Respondents) 

are not sure and 13.4%, t 11 Respondents) belie\'e that the Education System help the people to get 

out of pO\-crty. This result is significant because in this country we have many le\'els of 

education from primary to tertiary. \\'e a lso ha\·e both CPE and LSE so that the numbe rs of 

young people accessing all levels will increase. But when peopk see the rates of un-employmt:nt 

anJ I:.'-Jn·rt~. ~ cannot but qocstion the rele,·ance of the hi!...cd t."ciu.:at~,m v, hich the) ~la..-nt.'. for 
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being theoretical. This find ing agrees with achs 156who posits that investmem in (re levant) 

education is paramount as far as poverty reduction is concerned. For. an educated community 

can hardly be struck by endless poverty. 

Reasons fo r the Judgments on the Education System 

Positive Judgment 

The 13.4% who said that the education system can lead people out of poverty gave the fo llowing 
reasons: 

T bl 3 2 R f p . . J d a e : easons or os1hve u t2ment o f U d ' Ed ean a s ucahon s vs tern 
R eason Responses P ercentage 

Parents are sending their children to school 1 12.5 
People have acquired skills 1 12.5 
There is free education 1 12.5 
There are many goverrunent schools and are hard-working 1 12.5 
Students sit for exams at the end of every level 1 12.5 
There is universal education and facilitation in schools 

., 
.) 37.5 

Total 8 100 
Source: Field Data, 2018 

We can see that the reasons above can be termed ·fl imsy.' because they only address the 

minimum of the 'what' but not the how and outcomes of the education. This implies that the 

people need to be educated about the procedures of education and its benefits to poverty 

reduction. 

Negative Judgment 

Those who said that the education system in the country is not helpful towards reducing poverty 

had the following reasons to give: 

: '>4 
Sad'\~. O?. C~ .. p 233. 
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I 
T bl 3 3 R f N a e . easons or ega tive J d u .grnent o f U d ' Ed rgan a s uca twn s ystem 

Reason Response Percentage 

The poor are not fully catered for 1 l.2 
It is expensive 

.., 
-' 3.5 

People have a negati\·e attitude to·wards education 1 1.2 
It trains job-seekers, not job-creators 10 11.9 
Focuses on white-collar jobs and so creates un-employment 5 5.9 
It is theoretical JO 1 l. 9 
People do not want to educate their children 1 1.2 
It is not practical and some subjects are not relevant 2 2.2 
There is inadequate labour for education 1 1.2 
There is no element of skills-development 7 8.2 
Those who qualify are very few compared to those who fail 11 13.0 
There is lack of enough employment opportunities 10 11.9 
Lack of scholastic materials 1 1.2 
Lack of funds to boost education I 1.2 
Some pupils cannot read and write well 1 1.2 
There are no resu lts or fruits of education for many of the educated I 1.2 
There are subjects which do not help grow students· careers 2 2.2 
It is not effective to the rural poor 1 1.2 
There are too many subjects I 1.2 
Learners are too crowded and over- worked 2 2.2 
Some people do not take education seriously 1 l.2 
People have a wromr mind-set about education 1 1.2 
It is not quality education 3 3.5 
Some important subjects are not being taught 1 1.2 
People do not get what they expect I 1 1.2 I 

Lack of good school structures and scholastic materials 1 1.2 
TI1e \Vhite Paper recommendations have not been implemented 

. 
I 1.2 i 

Education standards not monitored 1 1.2 
It produces half-baked products I 2 2.2 
Tota l I 84 100 

Source: F ield Data, 2018 

The reasons above can be swnmarized in terms of set-up. implementation, quality and 

applicability. In the set-up we have elements like; the syllabus, structures and equipment, while 

implementation \\·ould address issues like: funds. equipment, scholastic materials, monitoring. 

Quality would address; the building of attitudes to education, motivation of all stakeholders, 

1i1or.i:oring and syllabus, among others. Applicability .... ~:ou ld address: th<:' ability of learners to 

apply what they have leant to meaningful practical levels. which "'·ould see most of diem with 



the ability to create jobs and live lihoods. Tlus result still concurs vvith Sachs 15iwho posits that 

investment in (rele\'ant) education is paramount as far as poverty reduction is concerned. For. an 

educated community can hardly be struck by endless poverty. Thus thi s study in context could 

hardly under look such a noble cause among other causes of poverty in Hoima Diocese call for 

attention. 

3.2.2 Lack of Education and Poverty 

ft was also thought important to investigate if lack of education per say was a reason leading to 

poverty. Six (6) respondents did not respond to the question, leaving the responses to be 82 as 

shown below. 

Table 3.4: Lack of Education and Poverty 

Do you think lack of education has increased p~verty in Hoima Diocese? 
Response Frequency Percentage 

~ . 

True 66 80.5 

False 10 12.2 

Not sure 06 7.3 

Total 82 100 
Source: Field Data, 2018 

A big majority of the respondents (80.5%) (66 Respondents) said they were certain that lack of 

education could cause poverty. From the previous presentation, this one is quite surprising, given 

the reasons they gave as presented belov-;. Hence a proof beyond the study 's effort of 

indentifying Jack of education as a cause of poverty among those identified in Hoima Diocese. 

T Sachs. Op. Cit., p. 233 . 



Reasons for the Opinions 

Table 3.5: How Lack of Education Relates to Poverty 
Reason Frequency Percentage 

I Education w0u ld be a c;nurce of knowled ge and awarenesc; ! I 1...l 
Better jobs are beinll raken by outsiders to lack of required qua I ifications I 1 A 
People are not educated think that what they have is enough for their life I 1.4 
Education helps to open one· s mind to get ideas. to de\ elop into tangible and 1 1.4 
productive activities 
The un-educated cannot get the oil jobs in the Albertine region and that I 1.4 
enhances poverty 
The un-educated become thieves 1 1.4 
The un-educated who are involved in agriculture are affected by bad weather I 1.4 
and have remained poor due to little output and the fluctuating prices 
Un-educated people tend not to work hard; they have inferiority complex 1 1.4 
Education is the key to success I 1.4 
Education is now the only opportunity for a good future I 1.4 
Education gives awareness which makes one self-confident 1 1.4 
Education opens wavs for a successfu l future 1 1.4 
Lack of education has lowered agricultural products I 1.4 
Lack of education leads to poor methods of farming 1 1.4 
Education dispels ignorance through exposure and changes poor mind-sets 1 1.4 
Most un-educated people are condemned to casual jobs which can hardly 1 1.4 
sustain them 
lt becomes bard to generate meaningful income without education I 1.4 
Most people cannot think out of the box 1 1.4 
The knowledge acquired through educat ion enables one to live a 1wod life 1 1.4 
Without education, people keep to rudimentary forms of farming and business 2 3.0 
Most people lack skills and techniques 

.., 

.) 4.3 
There is a lot of ignorance and negligence due to lad. of education 2 3.0 
Poverty rna inlv affects the un-educated 4 6.0 
Financial illiteracy, in particular, causes poverty 1 1.4 
Lack of education leads to increased unemployment 7 10.0 
Un-educate people lack sk ills which can be used for production 5 7.1 
Some projects are rejected bv the illiterate because thev cannot manage them 1 1.4 
Lack of knowledge in agriculture leads to povertv 4 6.0 
Most of the people who lack basic needs have little or no fonna1 education 1 1.4 
Those \\·ho ha\'e not attained education less productive in the airriculture sector 1 1.4 
The un-educated lack proper planning for what they have 1 1.4 
A lot of un-educated youth are un-employed: those employed are in casual jobs 6 9.0 

I The un-c:dm:ated misuse funds in un-developmental issues some un-educated 1 1.4 
youth are on!y involved in drunkenness and other vices 

1 Educated people know ho'v to deal \\·ith situations 1 IA 
Un-educated people are not easv to sensitize 1 1.4 
The un-edu.::a:ed cannot embrace the de\.el0pmeni that c.._"lmes in written fr.rm I 

I I I A 
Lack of education creates a dependencv srndrome 1 I 1.4 
Fducarion plays a role in pcwerrv bur there are other factor' as " ell i 8 i 11 0 
Tot.ii 70 100 

Source: Field Dau.. 2018 



While most of the above reasons are very correct in themselves. it is to be remembered that 

responde nts had just asserted that the education system in Uganda does not help to get one out of 

poverty. And it has to be the concrete education (system) that is available to refer to. How. then, 

is that be possible"! However, whether very proper or not very proper. it is ob\' ious that education 

has many advantages as the reasons above show, in such wise that there is no need to explain 

further. Again, this result agrees with Sachs 158on the argument of investment in (relevant) 

education as being paramount as far as poverty reduction is concerned. Also, according to 

Mukasa, the only best way we are going to get out the dungeon of poverty is through Education 

therefore we should commit all our effort, all our resource on the education of the people 

beginning with the young ones.159 An opinion greatly treasured by the study in Hoima Diocese in 

line with the similar causes. 

3.2.3 Prices of Agricultural Products 

The respondents were asked how they thought the prices of agricultural products were related to 

poverty. This is because those prices have a lot to do with economic well-being in a basically­

agricultural setting. This was a multi-response question; the responses below are 86 because four 

(4) respondents did not respond to this particular question. 

T bl 3 6 Wh h P . a e . . lY t e rices are t h eway t h ey are 
Reason Responses I Percentage 

There is no price control 2 2.3 
Price fluctuation leads to low return. thus poverty 11 12.8 
Midd le men in the market cheat the farme rs in te rms of price 5 5.8 
Strategic location of the producer and consumer 3 3.4 
They are not stable, that is, they vary w ith supp ly and demand 8 9.3 
The cost of productio n is hi_gher than that of the agricultu ral products " 3.4 .) 

People buy food for home consumption 2 .., ., 
~ . .) 

People sell their products at a lower price 15 17.4 
Farmers have always earned from their crops 1 1.2 
Fam1ers e ither get a loss o r both expenditure and sells bein ~ equal I I 1.2 
Fair because of inflation and deflat io n o f prices 5 I 5.8 
A fa rmer can hardly get his/her input 1 1.2 
The profi t earned for the products are minimal l I 

I 1.2 
They are both buyer and seller-friend Iv 2 I .., ... 

- ·-' 
Because \OU put more and get little viclds 5 ! 5.8 I 

Poor soil fertility which doesn· t support agric ulture I 1..2 

i!.& Sachs, Op. Cit ., p 233 
• <~ 

.. Muk.asa, Ret>w•:::··~ our t.or1on One Person or c time 2CLl ;; 98 
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Depends on seasons for crop production 
., 
.) 3.4 

Fair prices favor lar2.e-scale farmers more rhan small-scale farmers 1 1.2 
Lack of market and transport for their products 7 8.1 
Price is rated accordin2. to lhe \\a\ others/ma jority rate thei r products 1 1.2 
Farmers have stocked a lot of produce in the ir houses 1 1.2 
Prices are high especial!~ in marh.ets to reward farmers 4 4. 7 
People are getting ill\ olved either in sma ll or biQ.-scale aQ.ricu lture I 1.2 
Some people left airriculture I 1.2 
Too much competition in the area 1 1.2 
Total 86 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

The reasons given above are at the same time the explanations as to why the pnces of 

agricultural prices do matter a lot as far as reducing poverty is concerned. Hoima Diocese, like 

the rest of Uganda, depends mainly on 8:griculture. So, if farmers do not truly earn from their 

sweat, poverty reduction remains but a dream. For instance, right now in most parts of Uganda 

Hoima Diocese inclusive a kilogram of maize costs around shs 200 the p rice of maize a common 

cash crop fluctuates day and night. That simply does not make economic sense. Hence calling 

the study to address it as a serious cause among others. 

3.2.4 Natural Calamities on Food Crops and Poverty 

The study also sought to establish natural calamities as a reason for poverty reduction failures . 

So. the respondents were asked whether there were natural calamities which destroyed crops and 

al l I 00% (83 Respondents) responded in the affirmative. On the types of calamities, fi ve (5) 

people did not respond, leaving the responses to be 83. 

Table 3. 7: Types of Natural Calamities 
D t o na ura l tf t d ff f d ca am1t1es a 1mes en to a ect 00 ? crops m your area. 

Type of Cala mity Frequency Percentage 

I 
Hailstone I 17 20.5 I 

I 

Lorn! drought 29 34.9 I 
Heavy rains 15 18.0 
Unpredictable weather 

,., 
.) 3.6 

Pests and diseases 5 6.0 
Storm I I 1 ., ..... I 

Arm,· wom1 1 I 1.2 I 
I I 

! Laneshdes 3 3.6 
I 

I Soil erosion ., 2.4 



Floods 
., 

3.6 .) 

Strong ''ind 1 1.2 
Ea11hquake 2 2.4 
Grasshoppers 1 1.2 

1 Total 83 100 
Source: Field Data, 2018 

What is being said here is that there are many crop-destroyers as shov.m in the table above. These 

range from mere happenings to pests. Some of these simply make it difficult to plant anything, 

such as droughts and floods. while others destroy ,,·hat has been planted. such as floods. heavy 

rains, hailstone, landslides. pests and diseases. among others. This result is similar to Sachs160 

who observed that disease and drought create terrible economic problems. Basing on such data, 

calamities with some strategies set up in favour of Hoima Diocese. 

Pests and Diseases 

Even though these appear among the nar.rral calanuties above. they are singled out here because 

they can be a nuisance in a particular way. Eleven ( l l ) respondents did not respond to this as 

summarized in the table below. 

Table 3.8: Pests and Diseases 
A re pests an d d" d" t t d f ? Jseases a 1sas er o crop pro UC ton. 

Crop Dest royer Frequency Percentage 
Army worm 28 36.4 
Banana \veevil 8 10.4 
Monkeys 12 15.5 
Bean weevil 6 7.8 
Rats 3 3.9 
Cassava Mosaic 6 7.8 
Coffee "vilt 2 2.6 
American ball worm 1 1.3 
Tomato bli!!ht 1 1.3 
Termites 5 6.5 
Birds 2 2.6 
Aphids 1 i.3 
Potato bl i!!ht 1 1.3 
Maize pest 1 1.3 
Total 77 100 ! 

I 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

According to the interviews. below are the pests and diseases: 

160S-.lch~ J.. Op. Crt . 
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T bl 3 9 T a e . ypes o f P ests an d D' 1seases 
Pests and Diseases Freq uencv Percentage 

Swine fever 5 8.3 
Army warm 20 33.3 
Bean \veaves 4 6.7 
Berry weaves I 1. 7 
Cocodiosis 5 8.3 
Goriras 10 16.7 
Monkeys 15 25 
Total 60 100 

Source: Field Data 2018 

While there are many natural calamities and are not even rare, people somehow get used to being 

patient with them or else going around them, the pests and diseases in the above table are 

singularly disastrous. For instance, the army worm has been ravaging maize and sometimes 

cassava, coffee and bananas have been on the verge of being effaced. There is no way poverty 

can be reduced with such occurrences. This made the researcher establish the measures taken by 

Hoima diocese to curb down the effect the pests and disease as well as its basement in the 

poverty reduction scene. 

3.2.5 Corruption and the Agriculture Policy 

The study sought to establish whether corruption undermines the agriculture policy, which wou ld 

make it another cause of poveriy. Four people did not respond, leaving the responses to be 84 as 

shown belO\v. Of those who responded. 73 .8% (62 Respondents) agreed that corruption 

undermines the agricultural policy, 2.4% (2 Respondents) disagreed, and 23.8% (20 

Respondents) said they were not sure. The reasons for th is were given as follows, with 3 1 

respondents not giving their reasons. 

T bl 3 10 H a e : ow h c as orrupt1on u d n ermrne d h t e Agncu ture P r ? 0 ICV . 

Responses F requency I Percentage 

Land-grabbing sometimes by go\'ernment officials 3 I 5.3 
Misunderstanding of people I j 1.7 
Seeds not reach the intended beneficiaries 25 l 44.0 

I Buvers getting products at low prices and selling ihem expensively ' 1 I 1.7 
Poor distribution of seeds ') I 

l 3.6 
; Poor scc:dlin1!s 7 ! 11 . .3 
! Agricultural officials being mone y-minded l ! 1.7 
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Fall in the prices of agricultural products ... 5.3 .) 

Funds al located to agriculture being misallocated and mishandled 7 12.3 
Only the modem fam1ers being favoured. not the local ones 1 1.7 
Corruption leads to low development I 1.7 
Poor price-determination ... 

.) 5.3 
Poor transportation fac ilities I 1.7 
The agriculture policy is not realistic 1 1. 7 
Total 57 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

Once again, it is self-explanatory that for the reasons given above, corruption makes it difficult 

to reduce poverty, not only via agriculture but in all areas of society' s life161and everywhere 

Hoima Diocese inclusive. Thus making it a serious concern of the study to establish the criterion 

set by the Diocese of Hoima to overcome such a chronical challenge. 

mSachs Jeffrey foreword by Bono. The End of Poverty, How we con make ir, Happen in our Lifetime. Penguin 
t2005lp. 188 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE EFFORT OF THE CHURCH TOWARD POVERTY REDUCTION 

IN HOTMA DIOCESE 

.t.1 Introduction 

Having determined the level of socio-economic de,·elopment in Hoima Djocese and established 

some of the reasons for the pove1ty therein. this chapter now presents data specifically on the 

efforts of the Church towards reducing that poYerty. Like in the previous chapters, this proceeds 

by presenting the major points of concern. which were embodied in the questions asked, and then 

summarizing the data, analyzing and interpreting it to come up with the appropriate findings. 

4.2 The effort of the Church 

Tills section focuses specifically on the efforts the Church has made and how it has made it. 

4.2.1 Whether the Church has made an effort at all 

The study sought to establish from respondents as to whether they were cognizant at all of the 

Church· s effort. One (1) respondent did not respond to this question: wruch explains the sample 

of 87 that we have here. 

Table 4.1: The Church and Poverty reduction 

Do you think the Church has made any effort towards the reduction of poverty in Hoima 
Diocese? 

Response Frequencv Percentage 
Yes 84 96.6 
.0 " 3.4 .) 

I Total 87 i 
I 100 

Source: Field Data, 2018 

As seen from the table above. 96.6% (8-t Respondents) of the respondents acknowledged that the 

Church had made or was making an effort towards poverty reduction. The 3.4% (3 Respondents) 

think that the Church did not make any cff ort to poverty reduction. This is ~cause the Church is 

not just an operntiH' ,.,.fa, ma) act secret!). The Church is the peopl~. the bdie,crs. The Church 

is organized at \·arious JeyeJs from the grassroots. This is also in line with the Church's mission 



after the example of Christ himself (Lk. 4: 18-21: Mt. 11: 2-6). As to whether what has been done 

or is being done is enough, is another matter. The Catechism of the Catholic Church162 teaches 

that true deve lopment is concerned with increasi_ng each person· s capability to respond to the call 

of God. Additionally. Pope John Paul II :63 emphasized: .. We cannot fo rget that a church is able 

to reach material and financial independence only if the people entrusted to it do not li\'e in 

condition of extreme poverty:· Hence the Hoima Diocesan church making it an effort to boost 

her members strive to achie\·e material and financial independence to reduce poverty among 

nati ves of Hoima. 

4.2.2 The Particular Form of the Church's effort 

This exemplifies exactly what the Church does m favom of poverty reduction. Four ( 4) 

respondents did not respond to this question. 

4.2.2.1 General Forms 

Table 4.2: The Forms of the Church 's effort 

If h t ff t h th Ch h t . ? yes, w a e or as e urc pu . mp ace. 
·Form of effort Frequency Percentage 

Established learning institutions for training 6 7.1 
Mobil ized people to initiate savings 13 15.5 
Extended services to rural areas 2 2.4 
Provision of employment opportunities to people 10 12.0 
Provided agricultural inputs 5 . 6.0 
Supporting orphans and needy 1 1.2 I 

I 

Encourages people to carry out farming 23 27.3 I 
i 

Providing basic needs for the poor 1 1.2 
Sensitized people to work hard 16 19.0 l 

i 

Provided land for cultivation 1 1.~ I 
i 

Estab lished schools to figh t illiteracy 6 I 7. 1 I 
I 

Total 84 100 I 
Source: Field Data 2018 

Above arc- the identified fonns in which the Church plans and acts in fa\'OUr of society. There- is 

need to look at these efforts and see how they have benefited the societ: . These should be looked 

at as the cornp!t:'.mentar) strategies for the achiewment of tht:'. sam~ purpv~ of integral 

1
E

2 Catechism of the Catholic Church 1995, no. 2459 
:u John Paul 1 l . Encydreai Ler.e~. 5olf1crtudoRoeiSoc.ic11s. "' a•robi: Paulines Publications Africa ! !:IB 7 , no. 28 



development . This is also in accordance with the Church· s mission in line with Luke 4: 18-21. 

Matthew 11: 2-5 and John 10:10 where Jesus declares that he came so that they may have life -

and have it to the full. All this is test imony that the Church has made various efforts in favour of 

people·s socio-economic we ll-being. This is in line \\'ith Burnet 1 6~ who observed that Churches 

are a public service to the surrounding communities. They pro,·ide just about everything as 

Hoima diocesan church too portrays it an effort in reducing poverty amongst Christians. 

7.1 % denotes that the church established learning institutions for training ranging from Nursery 

Schools. Primary Schools, Secondary Schools. Vocation Trainjng institutions, ursing Schools 

and Technical Schools to equip its communities with skrns, Knowledge and Morals for self 

sustairung and job creation reducing poverty in Hoima Diocese. 

15.5% of the respondents agree that the Church has mobilized people to initiate Savings among 

the Christians this is evidenced by setting up centenary Bank Hoima Branch, Kelping Societies, 

Hofkam Which encourage people to save and HOCADEO which mobilize people to form 

Savings and Credit cooperative societies to save for to future to increase income to reduce 

poverty. 

The church through HOCADEO and Kolping Societies has extended Ser\'ices to the rural people. 

2.4% agree that the church has established Health Centres to fight disease, provide clean water, 

to reduce disease like Bilhazia si nee disease is a cause of poverty hence reducing poverty. 

12% agree that the church provides employment opportunities to the people through setting up 

organizations, schools to provide income reducing poverty. 

More so, 6% agree that the church provides Agricultural inputs at a subsidized prices ranging 

from improved seeds, hybrid chicken, piglets, goats to boast income reducing poYerty. 

The church supports orphans and the needy by providing school fees. gi\'ing half bursaries and 

scholastic materials and other requirements wh ich improves their standards of living this is 

supported by l .~%. 

1
!>4Burnet H., The tnfOfm<il f inancial Sect or and M acro-Economic Ad1ustment m Malawi. Afncan Economic Research 

Consort1urr. Reseordl Pape! . ,..o_ 4 . Volume 13. 2Gio. op 61· 77 
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27.3 indicate that the church encourages people to carry out farming through sensitization of 

Christian on new methods of agriculture. encouraging people to get bring eggs for hatchery, new 

seeds of fast maturing spices for improved farming and improved income reduction poverty. 

Further still, provides basic needs to the poor ranging from clothing, food and to a less extent 

build houses for the poor especially the old 19% indicate that, the church play a role in 

sensitization of people to work hard to improve income hence reduction of poverty. 

4.2.2.2 Particular Strategies that the Diocese has Put in Place to reduce Poverty 

Invited Kelping society to Hoima diocese which operates many projects like Kelping Hotel 

which offer employment opportunities to the people of Hoima diocese. 

• It has set up technical colleges like St. Simon Peter Vocational centre to train job makers 

than job seekers. 

• It has set up HOIMEC to train drivers and Mechanics 

• It has set up Munteme Vocational training institute which trains nursing assistants and 

Lab Technicians. 

• It has started millennium Vocational institute which trains Caterers, Secretaries, 

saloonists and other office attendants hence fighting poverty among Christians. 

• HOCADEO organization which have extended massive programs like offering Clean and 

safe water to its communities. 

• Food security programs through provision of improved seeds and livestock like goats, 

piglets etc. 

• It has a hatchery 'Which hath chicks for the locals and sells sometimes chicks to people to 

start poultry projects. 

• Through HOCADEO communities have been training in tree planting and care for nursery 

beds which are an income to the beneficiaries. 

• It has set up retreat houses like Cistercian sisters of Charity. 

• Its offers half Bursary to the poor like in Architecture. Engineering hence fighting 

ill itCTaC\ . 



• It requested for extension of Centenary Bank branch in the Dioce e which offers Se\ eral 

services to the people especially Home impro\'ement loans hence reducing po,·erty 

• It set up construction department \,\·hicb offers employment to builders who earn income 

hence fighting poverty. 

• ll set up Butema Brick factory v.:hich offers employment. 

KOLP ING 

• tfembers 20 in each Kolping Family 

• 33 Kolping families in Hoima District 

• Parishes which have benefited are ; 

• Bujumbura; cows, pigs and goats 

• St. Cyprian; pigs and goats 

• Kitana; pigs, goats and loans 

• Bugambe; loans, pigs. goats and oxen traction 

• Munteme: pigs. goats and water tanks 

• Rwemisanga; pigs. goats, cows, loans and tree seedlings 

• Kabwoya; pigs. goats. cows, tanks and loans. 

HOCADEO 

HOCADEO is promoting health savings and loan schemes. liYelihood promotion, targeting the 

most vulnerable in the communities to express Gods love for mankind by continuing Christ" 

work of liberation and enabling each person to have life in abundance through Programes. 

l t opened up projects like delivering Bio-fortified crops/meals for Nutrition ( ~1ENU) to reduce 

deficiency by improving diet intakes like vitamin A and iron obtained from Beans orange, sweet 

potatoes for women and their children to fight six killer diseases like Marasmus. Kwashiorkor, 

rickets, night blindness in view ofraising up a healthy and productive labor to fight poverty. 

Furthem1ore. it implemented projects like right to sustainable liYelihood projects (RSL) in , ·iew 

of promotion of human rights. land rights and ad,·ocacy for lxncr service del ivery in Bunyan? 

sub re:;ior. Hoim2 inclusive tc co!lective!y sh2re i !'1 form3ti~r. t.c !!;;ht ignorance 2nd i!!iteracv 

which are the major causes of pon~rty. 



Through another project for good go\·emance and sustainable livel ihoods (IPGSL) targeting to 

reduce HfV spread and pre\'ention through screening. guidance and counseling the masses and 

refe r the infected to referral hospital for care and treatment since disease can also lead to pove11y. 

It runs projects know11 as Hoima sustainable agriculture program (HSAP) that improves 

agriculture from substance production to commercial production by supply of improved crop 

varieties and animal breeds like piglets. cows. goats to Bujumbura. Butema. Bulindi and Kitoba 

parishes hence reducing poverty. 

HOCADEO is in partnership with Infectious Disease Institute (IDJ) targeting to reduce HIV 

prevention among the productive youth. in school and out of school, Bodaboda riders, taxi 

driver.s and others a risk population to reduce disease prevalence and their after mass which 

increase poverty. 

They further advance loans ·to women to start up small business to generate income to reduce 

poverty and dependence on their husbands like Bujumbura. Butema and St. Cyprian parishes, 

among others. 

Rene~able energy solar project to the most vulnerable peo~le in Bujumbura, Kitoba, Bulindi, 

Butema, and St. Cyprian like children, vvomen to reduce the use of Kerosene candles which are 

toxic and dangerous to human life causing Cancer. 

HOCADEO constructed 30 v .. ,.ater source communities in Bugambe, Buseruka to ensure access to 

clean water that reduce the spread of water borne diseases like typhoid, dysentery and bi lharzia 

among others. 

More so, they carried out Home hygiene and sanitation to curb down di seases hence reducing 

medical expenses they also encouraged to haYe latrines. water after the use of the toilet and 

rubbish pits in homes. Taught women on making re-usable pads that reduce school dropout to cut 

dov,11 illiteracy rates among communities. 

It sensitized people on land tittles acquisition from ministry of lands. proper land demarcation to 

reduce land grabbing and other conflicts related to land. It further encouraged them on pruper 

land ~ })(nee rc-ducing pvwrty. 

!O 



In relation to the abo\·e sensitized people on proper use of money got form land compensation 

from refinery areas. They are trained on how to advocate compensation hence reduc ing poverty. 

Encouraged to form groups that increase to agriculture-based information. credit support and 

marketing of birds. animals. bananas, pineapples. rice. maize hence increases in people's income 

and so reduce poverty. 

Holding exposure visits that allow farmers and staff to share expenses learn from one another in 

different parts of the Dioceses hence technological advancement leading to commercialization of 

Agriculture hence increased income. Encouraged food security incomes has enabled fami lies to 

have two three meals a day leading to productive labor. 

Promotion of Agro-forestry that trains people to plant trees especially the local species to prepare 

for oil discovery, extraction and refinery, hence environmental protection reducing drought and 

climate changes \\-hich affect ~griculture. . ' . 

All these activities and strategies are in line \\·ith the calling and mission of the Church to preach 

a holistic Gospel. Pope John Paul II teaches: "We cannot forget that the Church is able to reach 

materia l and financial independence only if the people entrusted to it do not live in condition of . . 

extreme poverty .. 165 .Additionally. Joseph Gremillion argues the promotion of self-re liance 

through true development, therefore, becomes a critical priority for religious bodies concerned 

with reducing world hunger. 166For several years some Western missionaries have been involved 

with a variety of development programmes: training in farming. techniques and leadership skills. 

formation of cooperatives and credit unions; assistance for meeting fertilizers, water and seeds; 

organization of peasant leagues. 167 

4.2.2.3 The Strategy on Agriculture 

Of particu lar significance on the efforts made by Church towards poverty reduction is the issue 

of agriculture and how the Church looks at it. 

:v. Jotvi Paul 11. Encyclical Letter. SoliicitudoRaeiSociaiis. Nairob i. ?auhnes Publications Africa. 1987. no. 2S 
:~Gremillton J., Food/Energy and the major Faith ORBIS Boolts, Marymoll, New Yorlt: ,1978, p.206 
:• · !boo c 2C 7 



Table 4.3: Strate~· on Agriculture . 
Strategy Freq uency Percentage 

Strategy forthcoming 71 87.7 

ot forthc0111 in 

I Total 

g 10 12 3 

j 100 

Source: Field Data 2018 

Regarding this, 87. 7% of the respondents said that the strategy was forthcoming, with Seven (7) 

respondents not responding to it. Then the respondents were asked to spell out the benefits of the 

strategy. With 31 respondents not responding to the question. the rest of the results are as 

summarized below. 

T bl 4 4 B fit f th St t a e : ene 1 so e ra egy 
Benefits Frequency Percentage 

There is food security 9 } S..8 
Increases knowled!!e and skills 2 3.6 
Generates income for house hold 15 26.3 
Provision of food in times of scarcity 14 24.6 
Renders services to the p0or 2 3.6 
Creation of money lending organizations I 1.8 
Mobilizes the vouth in to a£riculture I 1.8 
Modernizes farming I 3.5 
Engages people into agriculture 1 1.7 
Streamlines the role of the church in production I 1.7 
Establishment of institutions for capacity building 2 3 .5 
Dependency of people in the church for provision of needs 4 7.0 
Massive sensitization about agriculture I 1 1.7 
Builds trust and respect for church leaders l I. 7 
Churches have created market for agricultural products i 1 l.7 
Tota l 57 100 

Source: Field Data 2018 

The above benefits as outlined by the respondents are a totality of strategy without any need to 

single out and iso late any; they all go together. They also continue to show what the Church is 

doing to help people come out of biting poverty. They result from the economic status of Uganda 

whereby the backbone of our economy is still agriculture. Therefore. anybody v.rho is intending 

to help pcopl..... develop economically must !ool\ at hO\\' to make agric'1lt;,1rc more profitable for 

hoth big and small land-0\\11ers. This resul~ corresponds to Feuerstein. 1(1
8 who argued that 

:.61' Fe1...'€:-s~e i n M. T., Pow?~\! ana Health Reaping a R1cr>er rlcrvesr. ~oocon . Macmillan Ec:,,c.a: ion L:d. 1997 



poverty is caused by small plots of poor farmers \Vho are inadcquare for li,·elihood and landless 

households cannot gro\v food for feeding them in their families and selling. 169thus the church of 

Hoima diocese making it an effort to effect agricul tural projects among members for prosperity. 

-t3 The Challenge Faced by the Church 

As it tries to meet its obligation of preaching the fullness of life, there are challenges which act 

as obstacles to subtract form those efforts or to fail them. This \Yas the meaning of this analysis. 

So. the respondents were asked about the challenges that they k.t1e\v the Church faces. This 

makes sense because. as we said earlier. the Church is not simply the structures but the people. 

So, they would surely know what they go through. 

4.3.1 Whether the Church Faces ChalJenges 

It was important to estahlish first whether the Church faced challenges at all hf'fore turning to the 

details of which challenges. Thirteen ( 13) respondents did not respond to this question, which is 

why the responses are 7 5. 

T bl 4 5 Th Ch h F . Ch ll a e . : e urc acm2 a enges 
Response Frequency percenta2e 

Yes 73 97.3 
No 2 2.7 
Total 75 I 100 

Source: Field Data 2018 

It is clear, as just stated in the introduction to this section, that the people (who are Church) 

would surely know the challenges they go through. It is as such that 97.3% (73 Respondents) 

agreed that there are challenges that the Church faces and 2. 7~·o (2 Respondents) did not notice 

any challenge faced by the Church. Thus confirming the need of the study to express the 

challenges faced by the church in poYerty reduction struggles. 

4.3.2 The Challenges Faced 

Those who be lieved that the Church goes through challenges gave the following .. with six (6) 

respondents not responding to the question. 

:~lt>.C .. p . 28 



Table -t 6· The Challenues .. ,,.., 

C hallenges Frequency Percentage 
Negative attitudes towards the projects 8 9.8 
The church only Q.ives strategies and sensitization 1 1.2 
Church wrangles among the leaders ...., 

2.4 -
Corruption among the church leaders 6 7.3 
In adequate resources/funds 19 23.0 
High level of illiteracy among people 7 8.6 
A lot of laziness among the people . 7 8.6 
12.norance among the people 10 12. 1 
Poor transpart facilitation I 1.2 
Government policies that over-tax the transactions 3 4.0 
Failure of some people to join the saving groups 2 2.4 
Long distance for service delivery 1 1.2 
No clear knowledge of the number of people in the area 1 1.2 
Lack of technical know-how by the co min unity 2 2.4 
Land grabbing by the government officials 2 2.4 
Hatred from the community 3 3.7 
Opposition from the government 4 4 .9 
Loan recovery problems 1 1.2 
Lack of enough land for cultivation 1 l.2 
People want free things instead of working hard 1 1.2 
Total 82 100 

Source: Field Data 2018 

From the above table, the greatest challenge faced by the Church was inadequate resources or 

funds as indicated by 23.0% ( 19 Respondents). The above challenges do one thing: they subtract 

from the gain that is supposed to be made by the beneficiaries. In that way. they defeat the 

purpose of the intervention. However, it is also true that these challenges cover many situations 

and stakeholders. Some are even weaknesses on the part of the beneficiaries themselves such as 

laziness, ignorance, illiteracy and wrangles, among others. w'hile others constitute resistance or 

lack of cooperation by Government. The vice of corruption is constant in every sphere of life and 

the \vorld over Hoima Diocese inclusive. Thus study thus blowing a louder trumpet on observing 

such a challenges to gather all the possible means of overcoming the poverty levels influenced 

by these specified loopholes. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSIO SAND RECOMMEI\DA TLON 

5.1 Introd uction 

This chapter presents the main findings. conclusions and recommendations. The conclusions are 

made from the summarized findings as interpretations to get a general picture. They are a lso the 

answers to the research questions which guided the study. coming from the objectives. The 

reconu11endations are made from the drawn conclusions. 

5.2 Summary of F indings 

The findings here below are summarized objective-by-objective. 

Obj ective One: The rdle of the church in ponrty reduction among Catholic Christian in 

Hoima Diocese. 

The study found out that the li\·elihoods of the people were generally quite low, exemplified by 

majority subsistence farmers and low income-earners. The study also established that there were 

a good number of families headed by women, grandparents and even a child, which is a general 

manifestation of financial inability. Another finding was that income per month was low, 

something like 200,000/= on average, while others did not have anything like ' monthly income'. 

Yet another finding was that the majority of people were into saving. especially through 

SACCOs. It was also established that all the respondents had some land. However. most people 

did not have enough land to do developmental activities that can comfortably get them out of 

poverty. Also, a vast majority O\rned some other assets. even though they were not substantial 

for the most part and so live a better life . Yet another finding was that, while the majority of 

respondents had permanents shelter. a good percentage w2s lamentably sti ll living in temporary 

structures. The study also fvur.d out that the edu.:::ati0n status v·;as not yet satisfactvf}, 

exemplified b) the small number which had all people educated and those who did not have any 

in their families. Additionally. the study al so found that the people mostly fed on the ordinary 

foods which they cultivate. \;v-ithout the possibi lity of blending with extra nutrition. It v.·as also 

established that the many problems -..•.;hich people face i11 the Dixcsr arr directly related to 

poYert~. some of them being causes of ~)\ ert~ while others accrue from it. Lastly. from the 



ratings of the respondents. it was deduced that though not at the ,,·orst of levels. po,·erty is still a 

substantial reality in Hoima Diocese. 

Objectin Two: The Cau e of Poverty among Catholic C hristians in Hoima Diocese 

The study established the following as the main causes of poverty in the Diocese: lack of 

adequate land. lack of income, lack of unity and illi teracy. The others were: Impassable roads, 

corruption. price-fluctuation. lack of market, pests and diseases, climate change: long droughts. 

too much rains. floods. insufficient education: theoretical education system. set-up, 

implementation, quality and applicability. lack of education at all. and natural calamities. This 

clearly indicate that. the Church need to put in more effort to reduce poverty. 

Objective Three: The effort made b)1 the Catholic Church towards Poverty reduction in 
Hoima Diocese 

First of all, there was consensus that Hoima Diocese has made an effort towards poverty 

reduction in Hoima Diocese. The effort can be categorized as · establishing training and health 

institutions. sensiti zing people on development issues. encouraging agriculture both theoretically 

and practically, and doing charity work. Other forms of the effort or strategies include; sening up 

massive institutions which do a lot of development \\·ark in the areas of education, water a·nd 

sanitation. vocational institutions. food security measures, championing income-generating 

projects, offering employment to many through the institutions, ensuring that Centenary Bank 

services are extended to the Diocese. savings and loan schemes, training in agro-forestry, 

emphasis on agriculture. Most particularly, the presence of Kelping and HOCADEO 

organizations is at the helm of the Dioceses· effort. These have done quite much for the benefit 

of the local people. 

The challenges faced by the Church cover many situations and stakeholders. Some are even 

weaknesses on the part of the beneficiaries themselves such as laziness, ignorance, illiteracy and 

wrangles. among others. ,,·hile others constitute resistance or lack o f cooperation by 

Government. The Yice of corruption is a constant in eYery sphere of life. 



Propo ed Strategies taken toward reduction of pover~· in Hoima Diocese 

From the study findings the proposed strategies include among others; Massive sensitization, 

seeking fore ign aid. co-operation among church leaders and political leaders, practical education 

for household development. promoting hard work. increase on the level of Jiteracy. improve on 

the roads. introduction of family planning methods to reduce population. giving loans at low 

interest rates. partnership with the government. gi\·ing farmers improved seeds to promote 

agriculture, capacity building. provision of land for cultivation, involving all categories of people 

in development. forming coalition with other organizations, regular monitoring and superv ision 

of the projects. encouraging saving and credit groups. stopping drug abuse. encomaging people 

to obtain land titles to avoid land grabbing, encouraging women to join women groups to 

develop projects and encouraging the commercialization of agriculture. 

5.3 Conclusions 

From the findings summarized above. the following conclusions can be made: 

The role of the church in reducing poverty in Hoima Diocese is not satisfactory, especially in 

terms of livelihoods, income and land-ownership due to specified loopholes of laziness, 

ignorance among others. Thus need for further research to follow up the effectiveness of the 

proposed strategies in other words poverty is still a substantial reality there. 

The main causes of poverty in Hoima Diocese are really not unique in relationship to the rest of 

Uganda as they mainly rotate around: climatic change. lack of employment due to insufficient 

education, low and fluctuating prices, as well as pests and di seases to mention, Much as greater 

attention opt to be paid on the applicability of the laid strategy over the unique impassable roads 

because even if there is to be sufficient cultivation going on, the in1passable roads will still make 

it hard for people to easily sell off their crops. 

The Church in Hoima Diocese has made a meaningful effort towards poverty reduction and has 

arguably done better than any organization besides Poverty remaining as a matter of it being a 

complex reality based on the so many reasons responsible for it. Thus. the Church· s not charged 

per se to reduce poverty proven only one of the dimensions of her mission. Therein having all 

strategies she h~s in pi:.tce ro. socio-economic de\'ciopmcnt l ll (><; cummined in raisir.g pt.-opie to 

greater heights. 
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As a matter of fact, the Church has done more than any other group. including Goverrunent. 

Whereas the presence of Centenary Bank is not unique because it belongs to the Church in the 

entire country. the efforts made via Kolping and HOCADEO are quite conscious and immediate 

outputs for socio-economic progress. From these two t10 \\ not only employment but also 

trainings. demonstrations. and water and sanitation impro\'ements. 

However, there is insufficient sensitization and capacity-building even on the pan of the Church. 

Particularly, the Church has only looked at planning for the people as she thinks without 

involving them in the planning. That is an out-dated way of developing communities which does 

not help them much. 

The effort of the Church towai:ds poverty reduction in Hoima Diocese is being impeded by a 

number of challenges, the biggest of them being loss of her land to grabbers. This problem is not 

unique to Hoima Diocese· it happens everywhere in Uganda. It is a reality that came in because 

the Missionaries did not emphasize land-use and, ipso facto. protection. by the Church. Much 

land which the Church would have used to develop herself and then help the people has been 

grabbed. 

5.4 Recommendations 

On account of the conclusions arri\'ed at above. the fo llowing recommends are made: 

The study reconunends that, since not everybody can benefit substantiall y from agriculture, the 

Church focuses on sensitizing people to carry out non-traditional economic activities but in a 

somewhat scientific way. People can be massively trained to manage poultry and piggery, among 

others. And since the Government. through Operation Wealth Creation. provides enough stocks 

for whoever is interested and then they are trained thoroughly they thought that if added would 

help the Church to do better or achieve more in the line of poverty reduction. 

Secondly. since many people are stri\·ing to join the savings stream. especi;illy through SACCOs, 

the study recommends that the Church makes it her programme to preach joining those SACCOs 

and saving. and also emphasizing honesty in the credit activities so that the~ rnav be trul y 

channels for economic development. 



Thirdly. in order that people. after struggling to culti\·ate and gro\\ crops and han-est them. may 

not enjoy the possibility of accessing better markets. the study recommends that Government 

make a strong emphasis on maintaining feeder road . I f poss ible that every District Local 

Go\·emment can be gi\'en equipment for that. it is a humble appeal based on this research to the 

responsibly entrusted personels to focus on many roads across Hoima Diocese not remain in a 

sorry state. The central GoYernment. therefore through the Ministry of Local Govenm1ent. needs 

to encourage the District Local Go\'emments to play their part thoroughly to make it a successful 

strategy of rescuing Hoima Dioce e out of poYerty dilenm1a. 

Fou1ihly. the study recommends that the Govenm1ent programme of ''Operation Wealth 

Creation" be hand led more thoroughly instead of the mere distribution of seedlings. animals and 

birds. In this there is need for meaningful training and capacity-building in handling these 

varieties, with constant sen:::.itization and monitoring by extension of workers at the uh-county 

level as this ·-"'·ill not only benefit the district residents but also the Christian of Hoima Diocese in 

particular to abandon poverty gradually. 

Lastly, in order that the beneficiaries may take development as their own, the study recommends 

that the Church not only th~ and plan for the people but also always involve them, look-out for 

the needs (even of knov,:ledge) and make concetted strategies for improvements with the people. 

Surely. the Church has the structure which can enable her do that. 

The study also recommends further study or research in the strategies the study has put in place 

in order to reduce poverty in Hoima Diocese. 
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IMALS GIVEN BY HOCADEO 
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The crops grown in the Community 
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Seedling given by the HOCADEO 
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APPENDI . 2: Q UE TlONNAlRE 

Introduction : 

tvly name is Kalus1ime iscmerirweki cho lastic a Masters sludent in Kyambogo University. 

carrying oul research. 1y topic is "The Role of the C hurch in incom e Poverty-Alleviation in 

H oima Dioce e. A Ca e tudy of Hoim a Di trict". The study a ims at finding its causes, 

effects. and steps the Church has taken towards its alleviation. Please fill the sections of the 

questionnaire. Personal in formation \viii be treated \\'ith utmost confidentially. 

In truction 

Tick the correct answer and fill in the blank pace . 

SECTJON 1 

I What are the major activities that earn you/your fami ly income? 

(a) Formal employment (c) Large scale farming 

(b) ubsistence farming (d) Business (e) any other (Specify) 

2 Who is current bead of your family? 

(a) Father (b) Mother (c) Grandparent (d) Relalive ( e) Other (speci ( ) 

3 What is the average amount of income you earn per Month? 

(a) 70,000/=- l 00.000/= (b) 100.500/=- 150.000/= (c) 150,500/=-200.000/= 

(d) 200.500/=-300.000/= (e) 300.500.'=-400.000.'= (!) 400.500/=-500.000/= 

(g) 500,500/=-600,000/= and above 

4 Ho" many people in your fan1ily ha\'e studied up to senior four? 

a) None b) t\VO c) all d) more than m ·o 

:i ~-hich type of house do you ha\'e at home? 



(a) Permanent (b) semi- permanent (c) Temporary 

6 Do you or your famil y own land? How many hectares? 

(a) Less than I (b) 1.5-2 (c) 3-7 (d) 8-1 0 (e) 11 and above 

7 Do you haYe some assets a part from land? Yes or No 

8 Do you have a Bank Account? 

a) Yes b) No 

9 a) Have you ever heard of poverty? 

a) Yes b)No c) ot sure · 

b) What do you understand by word poverty? 

11 How do you rate the poverty level in Hoi.ma District? 

a) High b) moderate c) low· 

SECTION 2 

12 a) Do you think the Church has made any contribution towards the alleviation of poverty in 

Hoima Diocese? Yes or No 

b) If yes, what contribution has the Church put in place? 

13 a) Do yo u think the Church face any hindrances in its attempt to alle\' iate po\'erty from the 

Christians of Hoima Catholic Diocese? Yes or No 

b) Give the challenges faced by the church in its anempts to alleYiate poYert~ 



14 What do you think is the best way the Church can use in lessening po\ ·erty from the 

Christians of Hoima Diocese? 

SECTION 3 

15 a) Are there other agents other than the Church that are involved in the struggle to alleviate 

People from Poverty? Yes or No 

c) ·Menticn some of them? 

16 a) Do you think there was land which was taken over by people from the church in your 

Area? 

a) Yes b) No c) Not Sure 

b (i) If yes how has it affected the church? 

a) Positively b) Negatively 

b) Show the reasons for your response 

b) Is there Land '"-hich has been reposed by Hoima Catholic Diocese? Yes or No 

c) How has thi5 act affected the 111.:al re11rJe? Positi\·el)· or Negatively 

d l Show reasoP. for your respo11se 
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17 a) Is Uganda·s education system \\ell-concei\·ed? 

a) Yes b) No c) ot ure 

b) Give reasons for your response 

18 a) Do you think lack of education has increased poverty in Hoima Diocese? 

a) True b) False c) Not ure 

b) Give reason for your response 

19 Do you think churches policy on Agriculture as way of alleviating poverty forth coming? 

a) Yes b) No c) Not Sure 

b) If yes what are the benefits of the rrategy? 

20a) Ho\ do you rate the agricultural prices in your area? 

i) Good ii) Fair iii) poor 

b) ShO\\. reasons for your Response? 

2 ! a! Do natural calamities at t!r!le~ tene tc• affect food crops i?1 your area? 



a) True ii) False iii) Not Sure 

b) If true state some of them 

22 a) Has corruption undermined Agricultural policy? 

a) Correct b) IncoITect c) Not Sure 

b) If conect how? 

............... ·················· ... .. . ....... . ········ ·····. ··················· ·· ····· .... .. .... .. .. .... ...... .... . . . . 

23 a) Are pests and diseases a disaster to crop production? 

a) True b) False d) Not sure 

b) Name some of them 

Thank you 

God bless you 
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APPENDIX II: TNTERVIE\V GUIDE FOR FAMILIES 

I Which food do most families eat? 

2 What are the common diseases that affect people in this area? 

3 What are the major causes of po\·erty in Hoima Diocese? 

4 What are other problems faced by the people in this district? 

5 Are there pests and diseases which affect crops and animals in Hoima district? 

If yes, name them 

6 How do you think climate has· affected production in Hoima district? 

7 How has poverty affected the Hoima catholic Diocese and its members? 

8 What strategies has the Diocese put forward to curb poverty? 

9 How have various groups in the Diocese been beneficial to the Christians in eradicating 

poverty? 

10 Give a way forvvard for a better approach by the church in lessening poverty from the people? 
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