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ABSTRACT

In Southwestern Uganda, material culture of the Batwa pygmies has been overtly manifested in a
number of ways through painterly narratives produced by Edward Kamugisha to record images
defining their collective identity. In this article, the discussion is centred on some of the striking
narratives employed in the visual arts to reclaim the vanishing cultural artefacts, which are significant in
the traditional way of life of the Batwa pygmies. In light of social and cultural identity of the Batwa
pygmies, and of their need for survival expressed through their cultural heritage in Southwestern
Uganda, a series of paintings as a form of identity reconstruction emerged through studio-
investigation. Consequently, those narratives became an agency for cultural preservation.
Consequently, the following questions emerge: How did the Batwa pygmies of Southwestern Uganda

express their identity through material culture? How could the gap between traditional ethnography
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