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Abstract

Background. While studies have focused on HIV prevalence and incidence among fishing
communities, there has been inadequate attention paid to the construction and perception of
HIV risk among fisher folk. There has been limited research with respect to communities along
Lake Albert on the border between Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Condo (DRC).
Methods. We conducted a qualitative study on three landing sites of Butiaba, Bugoigo, and
Wanseko on the shores of Lake Albert along the border of Uganda and the Democratic Republic
of Congo. Data were collected using 12 Focus Group Discussions and 15 key informant
interviews. Analysis was done manually using content and thematic approaches. Results.
Lakeshore livelihoods split families between men, women, and children with varying degrees of
exposure to HIV infection risk. Sustaining a thriving fish trade was dependent on taking high
risks. For instance, profits were high when the lake was stormy. Landing sites were
characterized by widespread prostitution, alcohol consumption, drug abuse, and child labour.
Such behaviors negatively affected minors and in many ways predisposed them to HIV
infection. The lake shore-border heterogeneity resulted in a population with varying HIV
knowledde, attitudes, behavior, and competencies to risk perception and adaptation amidst
nedative masculinities and nedative resilience. Conclusion. The susceptibility of lakeshore
communities to HIV is attributable to a complex combination of geo-socio, the available (health)
services, economic, and cultural factors which converged around the fishing livelihood. This
study reveals that HIV risk assessment is an interplay of plural rationalities within the
circumstances and constraints that impinge on the daily lives by different actors. A lack of
cohesion in a multiethnic setting with larde numbers of outsiders and a larde transient
population made the available HIV interventions less effective.

1. Background

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV} prevalence in African fishing communities including fish
catchers, processors, and traders is much higher (3—4 times) than the national average [1-3]. Of
the estimated 2.1 million annual HIV infections globally, majority are in sub-Saharan Africa
(55A) among high-risk populations including fisher folk and lakeshore populations [4]. Across
Africa, fishing communities generally live in environments with limited social amenities [5-7].




