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ABSTRACT

The increasing number of recruits into the Uganda police force has not
been matched with proportionate housing facilities. Consequently, police
officers (including those with families) have to share houses, some of
which are single rooms. Drawing on a larger qualitative study which
employed case study design to assess female survivors' experiences of
intimate partner violence, this paper argues that housing conditions have
exacerbatedviolence within the barracks. Central to us is sexual violence
against girls and women who are in relationship with male police
officers. Women and girls are vulnerable to rape and defilement
respectively from Police officers and their sons due to proximity brought
about by sharing houses and rooms. Sexual violence is further
interconnected with economic, emotional and physical violence. The
paper recommends designing strategies to enhance police officer's
knowledge about sexual violence, government to allocate funds for
improving housing, and tapping on internal resources of police officers
as a source of labor for constructing more houses in the barracks.
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